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For three weeks only Murray Guy will present a new group of work by MATTHEW BUCKINGHAM titled 
Will Someone Please Explain It To Me, I’ve Just Become A Radical

 
           Image  courtesy The Daily Cardinal, University of Wisconsin, Madison

The student demonstration against the Dow Chemical Company at the University of Wisconsin Madison on October 
18, 1967, marked turning points in both the anti-Vietnam war movement and in law enforcement's response to that 
movement. What began as a peaceful sit-in against campus recruitment by Dow Chemical, manufacturers of napalm, 
ended in a bloody police action against the protesters. UW chancellor, William Sewell, who was himself opposed to 
the war, made the controversial decision to replace campus security with poorly trained Madison city police officers, 
giving them authority to use force to stop the protest. That night, after the melee, demonstration organizers met to 
plan their next moves. The sight of officers personally assaulting students—beating them with nightsticks—caused 
many students and faculty to reevaluate their positions on the war. The meetings overflowed with those who had 
previously felt the Vietnam war had nothing to do with them. One young woman announced, "I'm a radical! I'm a 
radical! I don't know what it means, but will someone please explain it to me. I've just become a radical." For other 
UW students, such as political science PhD candidate and future U.S. vice president, Dick Cheney, the incident 
served as a reminder of a war he supported but wished to avoid personally and politically.

The Commerce Building, where the incident took place, has been renamed Ingraham Hall and is now home to the 
University’s African, American Indian, and women’s studies programs, among others.  Despite changes in curriculum, 
the facilities remain almost unaltered physically.  The twelve photographs in this series focus on the narrow east-west 
hallway of the building’s ground floor where the sit-in took place, and the entrances, exits, stairways, escapes and 
refuges, such as bathrooms, that determined the movements of the demonstrators police, fellow students and faculty 
on October 18, 1967. 

Matthew Buckingham's traveling solo exhibition, Play the Story, can be seen at the Henry Art Gallery from July 12 to 
September 12, 2008. His work is currently also on view in Fluid Street, KIASMA, Hensinki, Headlines and 
Footnotes, Henie Onstad Art Centre, OsloFörlust/Loss, The Wanas Foundation, Knislinge, Sweden, Peripheral Look 
and Collective Body, Museion, Bolzano, Italy, and The Cinema Effect: Illusion, Reality, and the Moving Image at the 
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington DC. He lives and works in New York.
 
Please contact the gallery for further information and images.
Gallery hours in July: Tuesday – Friday 10am – 6pm (Monday and Saturday by appointment). In August the gallery is 
open by appointment only. 


