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O
n invitation of the S

w
iss Institute, N

ew
 York artist John M

iller 
created R

EGIFT


, a group show
 that includes 24 artists, all w

hom
 

contribute w
ork on the subject of gift exchange.

 The exchange of gifts, although an age-old practice, presents 
som

ething of an econom
ic anom

aly. O
ne reason m

ay be that gift 
exchange is not com

pletely rational, at least according to a logic  
of total calculability. Like the gift, the artw

ork fi
ts only aw

kw
ardly 

w
ithin this fram

ew
ork. G

ift giving often involves unspoken obliga-
tions, exacted in term

s that are m
utually understood but none

theless not com
pletely accountable: em

otional, social, hierarchical 
and so on. H

ere, the incalculability of the artw
ork dovetails w

ith 
that of the gift.
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e
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ry


N

.O
. B
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d

y
B

erlin-based S
w

iss artists P
auline B

oudry and R
enate Lorenz 

present a w
ork of intriguing beauty as their U

S
 debut. N

.O
. B

ody 
consists of tw

o parts: 47 photographs refer to the com
prehensive 

archive of the G
erm

an sexologist M
agnus H

irschfeld. A
 video 

projection reenacts the photograph of the “bearded lady” A
nnie 

Jones (1865- 1902). This photograph crosses through tw
o different 

contexts. It has traveled from
 the B

arnum
 C

ircus freak show
, w

here 
Jones w

as presented as a “w
onder”(for a fee), to the m

edical 
theater, w

here sexologist M
agnus H

irschfeld show
ed her in the 

book “G
eschlechtskunde, B

ilderteil” as a potential “patient”.  
W

hat happens w
hen an “object of know

ledge” assum
es the position 

of “producer of know
ledge”, and starts to laugh? The result opens  

up the history of know
ledge production once again. The im

age of an 
em

pty auditorium
 assigns a position to the potential audience: 

N
.O

.bodies.

S
I program

m
ing is supported, in part, by P

ro H
elvetia –

 the S
w

iss 
Arts C

ouncil and by public funds from
 the N

ew
 York C

ity D
epartm

ent 
of C

ultural A
ffairs.
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