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Eleanor Conover, No Small Themes , 2026, Qil, graphite, and dye on sewn linen and polyester with beveled pine, 22 x 32.5 x 0.75 inches
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Halsey McKay Gallery is pleased to present Builders, a group exihbition that considers construction as
both a physical act and a way of thinking. Bringing together artists whose practices move fluidly
between painting, sculpture, and object-making, the exhibition examines how abstraction is shaped not
only through image, but through the material decisions that give an artwork its form. Support, surface,
volume, weight, and structure are not secondary to the work—they are its vocabulary.



Many of the artists in the exhibition begin where painting has traditionally ended. Canvas is cut, folded,
woven, or stitched back together. Pigment becomes sediment or relief. Wood, plaster, fabric, metal, and
found materials operate as both support and subject, collapsing distinctions between what carries an
image and what constitutes it. Rather than concealing the mechanics of construction, these works allow
them to remain visible, making the logic of their assembly an essential part of their meaning.

Throughout the exhibition, building is understood as an accumulative process of revision rather than
a linear progression toward completion. Gestures are interrupted, surfaces are excavated, forms are
dismantled and rebuilt. The resulting works hold evidence of their own making, revealing abstraction
as something continually negotiated between intuition and intention, control and contingency. Material
becomes a record of thought, and process becomes inseparable from perception.

Although the artists work across a wide range of media and generations, they share an attention to the
intelligence of materials and to the ways objects occupy space. Some emphasize density and mass,
while others pursue lightness, permeability, or fragility. Together, they suggest that abstraction is less a
fixed visual language than an evolving conversation between hand, material, and structure—a conver-
sation that continues beyond the studio and into the viewer’s experience.

Builders brings together Ever Baldwin, Patrick Brennan, Timothy Bergstrom, Colby Bird, Layo Bright,
Kadar Brock,Graham Collins, Eleanor Conover, Catherine Czudej, Angelina Gualdoni, Mark Grotjahn,
Hilary Harnischfeger, Sheree Hovsepian, Rosy Keyser, Anya Kielar, Matthew Kirk, Antonia Kuo,

Ajay Kurian, Jennie Jieun Lee, Annabeth Marks, Sam Moyer, Eli Ping, Megan Reed, Matt Rich,

Julia Rommel, Cordy Ryman, Will Sears, Martha Tuttle, Johannes VanDerBeek and Stacy Lynn Wad-
dell. Together, their works propose that construction is never simply a means of producing an object; it
is a way of understanding how images, materials, and ideas come into being. In each case, the act of
building remains present, inviting viewers to encounter the artwork not as a finished statement, but as
an active site of inquiry.



