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Light in August

Anonymous
Whitney Claflin
Moko Higuchi

Kiiyu Ito
Shuri Kido
Miki Kubota
Pope.L. Danny McDonald
Yuchi Minaminakamichi
Taichi Moriyama
Tomomi Nishimura
Emi Otaguro
Kiki Smith
Michael Smith

workshops, readings, performances, screenings with

Shuri Kido, Michael Smith, Tam Ochiai, Ryoko Aoki, Hiroyuki Oki, Anne Eastman, Zon Ito,
Meguninja (OLTA), Jang-chi (OLTA), Yukie Kamiya, Reiko Setsuda, Tomomi Nishimura, Kazuaki Yamane and more.

August in Mississippi there's a few days somewhere about the middle of the month when suddenly there's a
foretaste of fall, it's cool, there's a lambence, a soft, a luminous quality to the light, as though it came not from
just today but from back in the old classic times. It might have fauns and satyrs and the gods and—from
Greece, from Olympus in it somewhere. It lasts just for a day or two, then it's gone ... the title reminded me of
that time, of a luminosity older than our Christian civilization.

- William Faulkner

This summer we present Light in August, an exhibition that will overlap and dissolve into a series of workshops held continuously through
the month. Workshops will sometimes be announced four weeks ahead, sometimes an hour before, possibly they will happen with no
audience at all.

The exhibition at The Pawnbrokers Museum gathers together drawings, paintings, sculpture, video, architecture, text, drawn from and into
the surrounding town and nature. Some works arrive in advance, others are made on arrival. Some things may or may not be art.

The poet Shuri Kido connects word to word, as one connects color to color; Danny McDonald combines thing with thing, as one connects
word with word. Whitney Claflin's work's style appears random at first, yet is made by the same hand. As Pope.L mixes painting with nature,
Kiki Smith's video of jellyfish draws closer to nature itself, if the video has an end, how many tens of thousands of years from now?

Tomomi Nishimura photographs hints of moments that came before and after; Miki Kubota's sculptures were made before she began
tending wasabi fields in the mountains of Okutama. Kiiyu Ito turns her notebook into a book, and imagines infinite alternatives; Yuchi
makes buildings from poems, and together they recall structures both real and imagined.

Taichi Moriyama, called the water god by those around him, builds an installation from detritus that has made its way into nature and back;
Emi Otaguro's detailed images of animals suspend them from the natural world.

Moko Higuchi returns to Nikko one generation later to show her paintings; Michael Smith heads to Nikko in mid-August. Will Mike take a
tour? Will the baby have a birthday?

What is called the Troedsson Villa Mountain School is not a school, and there are no positions in the traditional sense of those who teach and
those who are taught. Through workshops, exhibitions, meals, hikes, and other activities, we learn from and teach one another through the
differences that emerge among us. This is also a question of what it means to be taught and what it means not to be taught. Instead of
depicting nature by imitating it, we enter the forest and then leave it so that nature may depict us. The scent of trees and animals that clings
to the body is noticed when we leave the forest, and after a while it fades away.

Event Overview

Exhibition Title: Light in August

Dates | August 1 (Sat) — August 30 (Sun), 2026 * Open Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays, other days please contact for viewing.
Opening Hours | 11:00 — 17:00

Presented by: tvms

Organized by: Anne Eastman & Tam Ochiai

Opening Reception | 14:00 — 17:00 (Reading by Shuri Kido and Tomoyuki Endo. starting at 15:00)
Venue | The Pawnbrokers Museum (910-1 Nakahatsuishimachi, Nikko City, Tochigi Prefecture 321-1402)
Supported by | Fukutake Foundation (Public Interest Incorporated Foundation)

Inquiries | tvms@troedssonvilla.org

Exhibition Website | https://troedssonvilla.org/

Instagram | @tvms_ nikko
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