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“The mood surrounding Skiland took me in its grip. Like a tired giant, it lies at the end of a
woodland path. “If I were a documentarian, I would definitely create a contemplative film about
this place,” I thought. Then, yet again, I remembered (and each time this comes as a complete
surprise to me) that an artist can be whatever he wishes to be: a scientist, a philosopher, or a
farmer. Pretending to be a film director is not even particularly daring. In the film Skilando 1 have
combined a documentary view of the multifaceted building together with Bunraku — the art of
traditional Japanese puppet theater. As a result, a three-legged monster that I constructed roams
the hotel, operated by two local puppet theatre actors.”
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Skiland is a massive reinforced concrete structure in the Japanese mountains on Shikoku Island,
which was initially built as a skiing resort and is now a half abandoned, crumbling hotel and trout
farm. After an invitation from the Kamiyama local government and development agencies in
Japan, following a competitive procedure, artist Kri§s Salmanis received an opportunity to partake
in a residency program in the Tokushima prefecture to create a new art work.

KriS§s Salmanis (born in 1977) studied at the Art Academy of Latvia specializing in Visual
Communications and at the Media Art Academy in Cologne. He exhibited in the Latvian National
Pavilion at the 55t International Art Exhibition La Biennale di Venezia together with Kaspars
Podnieks. In 2010 and 2012 he was nominated for the Purvitis Award in its final selection round.
The artist’s work is included in the Latvian National Museum of Art and the future Contemporary
Art Museum of Latvia collections, as well as the collections of the Art Museum of Estonia and
Transitland: Video Art from Central and Eastern Europe. Gallery ALMA represents the artist.



