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our bodies of cotton

When making a quilt, batting is placed between layers of fabric. It is there to keep the body warm
and protect it, but at the same time, the batting itself can also be thought of as the body of the quilt.

For this exhibition, I have created quilts and patchworks using a selection of photographs, including
images of the landscape around my neighborhood and information found on my smartphone.

Visual fragments become fabric, and through countless stitches, they acquire physical depth and
texture, gently and continuously overwriting our bodies and minds.

It is from this image —that these fragments gradually become part of us, while simultaneously
reshaping our bodies and spirits—that I arrived at the title our bodies of cotton.
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Born in Tokyo in 1980, Yui Usui lives and works in Saitama, Japan. She received a BFA in Oil Painting from
Tama Art University in 2004 and an MFA in Oil Painting from Kyoto City University of Arts in 2006.
Working with everyday materials and handcraft techniques, Usui creates paintings, sculptures, and
installations based on research into social systems, history, gender, and labor. She was awarded the VOCA
Prize in 2018. Recent exhibitions include Aichi Triennale 2019, Caring / Motherhood: Contemporary Art
from the Perspective of Care at Art Tower Mito Contemporary Art Gallery (2023), SENSE ISLAND/LAND
2024, and Akune Umi-machi Art Festival 2025, among other exhibitions in Japan and internationally.
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