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Hu Qingtai: Discarding the House

Hu Qingtai bought his apartment in Xianghe.
According to him, he was looking for a home for
his family at the time, and first noticed the housing
development through an advertisement after
accidentally taking the wrong exit while driving back
to Beijing.

The year was 2016. Housing prices around Beijing
had already gone up, while Xianghe, located a little
farther from the city, still seemed to offer room for
growth. Everything still seemed to point toward a
promising future, yet Hu Qingtai could not have
known that this sense of possibility was already
nearing its end, nor that the changes he would later
witness there would gradually enter his practice.

In the years that followed, the economic boom across
the country began to lose momentum, and the area
he would come to regard as a second home entered a
period of decline. When Hu Qingtai revisited his notes
years later, he found that the hopes once attached to
the apartment had become a burden in the present.

He thus decided to discard the house—an act of
direct confrontation with reality.
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About the Artist

Hu Qingtai (b. 1985, Heilongjiang) is currently based in
Hebei. He received his BA degree from the New Media
Department at China Hubei Academy of Fine Arts in 2008.

Hu's artwork primarily explores human relationships with
objects, as well as relationships between human beings,
focusing on the individual's will and mental activity. He
interrogates established notions of art and artist identity
through appropriating common social transactions. His
works span a range of mediums, including performance,
video, sculpture and painting.

His work has been shown in solo exhibitions such as
Magician Space (Beijing), DRC No.12 (Beijing), White Space
(Beijing), and was included in exhibitions at Taikang Art
Museum (Beijing), Inside-out Art Museum (Beijing), Tai
Kwun Contemporary (Hong Kong), 99 Canal (New York),
Outside Art Space (Beijing), Power Station of Art (Shanghai),
OCAT Institute (Beijing), Taikang Space (Beijing), K11 Art
Foundation (Hong Kong), Uferhallen (Berlin), among others.

He was nominated for the Art Sanya Huayu Youth Award in

2014 and the 3rd Prudential Eye Awards for Contemporary
Asian Art, among others.
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