Anténio Oba
Opening: 18t February 2017

Mendes Wood DM has the pleasure to present the first solo show in Sdo Paulo by
the artist Antonio Oba. The artworks exhibited encompass a diversity of supports
and media, such as painting, monotype, installation and performance. The artist
incorporates Brazilian religious icons to question a racial and political identity
memory.

A number of ex-votos — objects offered to the gods as gratitude for fulfilling a vow
— are displayed throughout the room, including ordinary materials, such as horse
teeth, horseshoes and nails, amongst others, which, in the context of a syncretic
discourse, articulate the proposition of an exchange with the gods.

The idea of a symbolic offering through the ex-vofos challenges their own purpose.
These objects of gratitude for a wish granted by a god are, in this case, in the
artist’s own words, records of a broken body, manifested in the wood as a stain that cannot be
forgotten, but that enable a discussion on the interaction between the ritualistic and
historic perspectives that each person carries.

These religious icons, along with the artist’s contemporary experiences and beliefs,
establish a network of senses connecting our times with a past deleted by history.
The monotypes that imprint the artist’s own body onto canvas reiterate his
interest in re-signifying the body in rites and social situations, transfiguring his
intentions in the pictorial field beyond the religious signs, raising a discussion
about the black body, not only physical, but from a historical and social
perspective.

In the field of art historiography, Oba’s work encourages an investigation on the
relationships of influence and interchange in the construction of Brazilian culture,
the erasing of the black element of the history of Brazilian art that, nonetheless,
gives room to an act of resistance and reflection on the idea of a national identity.
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include: entre, Casa da América Latina, Brasilia (2016); My body is a cage, Galeria
Luciana Caravello, Rio de Janeiro (2016); ONDEANDAAONDA, Museu
Nacional da Republica, Brasilia (2015); OCUPACAO, Elefante Centro Cultural,
Brasilia (2014); Impermanéncias, Galeria de Arte Dulcina de Moraes, Brasilia (2008);
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