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PRESS RELEASE
ANN CRAVEN
NOVEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 20, 2014
OPENING RECEPTION: November 15 4-6pm

Hannah Hoffman Gallery is pleased to announce a solo exhibition of new oil paintings by Ann Craven, 
November 15th - December 20, 2014. These paintings of Birds, Moons, and Flowers were made during 
Craven’s time in her Maine studio along the St. Georges River. 

2014 marks the nineteenth year of Craven’s moon paintings. Craven paints her small oil canvases by 
nocturnal observation, creating anywhere from one to ten paintings on a given night. The size is always the 
same, like a song or repeated mantra, and in this exhibition they are hung like one long sequential thought 
or filmstrip. 

Also present and painted by observation are the Jewelweed and Rosa rugosa flowers that grow abundant 
around her studio in Maine. The Jewelweed is revisited many times throughout the exhibition. Acting as both 
atmosphere and environment for the birds the Jewelweed is as invasive in the show as it is in the Maine 
landscape where it grows wild and widespread. This flower also acts as a backdrop - like what you might 
find in formal portraiture - and is housed in Craven’s acid pink color. 

Painted from the 14 x 14 inch moon paintings are the larger canvases titled Moon (Simple Bright Moon 
With Purple Sky), 2014, 2014 and Moon (Bright Moon Through Trees With Purple Sky), 2014, 2014. These 
larger paintings are realized with upgraded scale and bigger brushstrokes.  “This action of transferring and 
enlarging charts the distance between lived experience and recreation. The past is folded imperfectly into 
the present, sacrificing one notion of truth in pursuit of another.’ (Blair Hansen, 2013)

As with the moon and flower paintings, the owls in Owl (Barred Owl Looking), 2014, 2014, Owl (Barred Owl 
Looking Slightly Away), 2014, 2014, and Owl (Great Horned Looking), 2014, 2014, are subjects taken from 
the landscape of Maine. Instead of working observationally from life, Craven paints them from an archive of 
thousands of printed pictures and found images that she has collected. The final paintings embody a  
constant push and pull – coupling the digital with the natural and the observational with the mediated. 

Doves (Pink Thinking Of You With Doves), 2014, 2014 is a pair of Doves nestled against a background of 
yellow orchids. Echoing across time, exhibition histories, past and present the work is a recollection of Pink 
Thinking Of You, 2004 and I Promise, 2004, originally shown at Paolo Curti / Annamaria Gambuzzi & Co in 
Milan. Shown here in the City of Angels, the Doves in Doves (Pink Thinking Of You With Doves), 2014, 2014, 
are pulled from the album cover of Patti Smith’s Wave (1979).

Ann Craven has exhibited widely in USA and Europe. Selected solo shows include Le Confort Moderne, 
Poitiers, France (2014); Maccarone, NYC (2013, 2011 and 2010); Southard Reid, London (2013 and 2011); 
Ann Craven, Reims Moon at 39 Great Jones, New York; Ann Craven at Conduits, Re-map3, Athens, Greece, 
2011; Shadows Moon, FRAC Champagne-Ardenne Reims, France, 2009; Against the Stream, The Sculp-
ture Centre, NYC, Snoom, Delaware Centre for Contemporary Art, DE, 2008; Selected recent group shows 
include Ambulance Blues curated by Erin Falls, 2014, Basilica Hudson; Souvenir curated by Lucie Fontaine, 
Galerie Perrotin, Paris, 2013; 39GreatJones, Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich, 2013; and The Spirit Level, 
Barbara Gladstone Gallery, 2012, both curated by Ugo Rondinone; Chaos as Usual, Bergen Kunsthall Nor-
way, 2011. Ann Craven Penseé published by Karma International and Maccarone was published in 2013. 
Shadows Moons and Abstract Lies by JRP Ringier, 2009. 


