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I warn you
 
that first of all in everything I write
I am hanging from the wing of a fly

that second of all in everything I write
I am hanging from the wing of a fly
or rather I am clinging tooth and nail
 
that third of all in everything I write
I am hanging from the wing of a fly
 
                                                etc etc
- Nicanor Parra

Joe Zorrilla works within a wide range of mediums, but what is at the core of his practice is 
investigatory in nature and his concerns are fundamentally experimental. For his first exhibition 
at Hannah Hoffman Gallery, Zorrilla presents a constellation of objects, drawings and photo-
graphs all of which result from working within a limited field of materials and actions, mostly 
found and readily available, which the artist collects around his home and while traveling.  The 
works reflect the intimacy of thought and an attempt to work through materials, not solely with 
them, in search of an event. This notion of the event emerges from “not that which makes the 
work real, but the ‘impersonified’ reality in it: that which makes it be, far more or still less than 
reality.” (Maurice Blanchot). The final works exist somewhere between image, document, and 
thing; attempting to create the experience of the instant and the debauchery of thought. 

All of the works near a kind of performativity that also reflects Zorrilla’s approach to the exhibi-
tion as a place to thread seemingly disparate activities in space.  While diverse in process and 
material, there is always a continuity as the works in the show point to a unifying utterance that 
is unfinished but nevertheless full.

Joe Zorrilla (b. 1982) received his MFA from California Institute of the Arts (2012). He has 
shown at M&B Gallery, Joe Sheftel, and Hannah Hoffman, Los Angeles, and Mount Tremper 
Arts and West Street Arts in New York. Zorrilla lives and works in Los Angeles. 


