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OCHI is pleased to present Come When Mi Call Yu, an exhibition of new paintings by Los 
Angeles-based artist Lenworth McIntosh. The exhibition marks McIntosh's first solo show with 
OCHI, following his 2025 solo presentation at Frieze Los Angeles. Come When Mi Call Yu will 
be on view at OCHI, located at 605 N. Western Avenue in Los Angeles, CA from September 12 
through October 10, 2026. A public reception will be held at the gallery on Saturday, September 
12 from 6-8pm. 

Come When Mi Call Yu imagines a Black commune living in a verdant rural valley, anticipating a 
natural phenomenon that takes on the form of a storm. Drawing on his Jamaican heritage and 
the visual language of animation, McIntosh renders an otherworldly atmosphere where the 
spiritual and living planes fuse into a single, collaborative ecosystem. He positions ancestral 
knowledge as an omnipresent force in everyday life and the Black diaspora as a source of 
collective energy. 

As the impending storm brews on the horizon, McIntosh's figures remain steadfastly anchored in 
the power of communal and spiritual connection. Here, ghostlike presences guide people at 
work; a man tends to large pots of soup to nourish the collective; and elderly church women 
gather in chorus as light radiates from their song. The scenes move between memory and 
invention as McIntosh draws on the Caribbean Nine Nights wake tradition, where loved ones 
come together over shared food, music, and stories to celebrate the life of the departed and 
guide their spirit to the ancestral realm on the ninth night after their passing. McIntosh visualizes 
the communal and celebratory essence of Nine Nights in the storm's climactic arrival, rendering 
spirits and the living as they dissolve into the clouds, their arms cutting through the air in 
unrestrained dance. 

The visual language of animation functions as an invitation, using the familiar codes of cartoon 
imagery to draw viewers toward the works’ deeper emotional and spiritual undercurrents. 
McIntosh's exaggerated, distorted figures imbue the canvas with dynamic movement. Guided by 
his childhood memories of life in Jamaica, he approaches composition anthropologically, 
constructing scenes from shifting, cinematic vantage points. McIntosh maps emotion through 
color, grounding the work in an earthly palette reminiscent of rural Jamaica, with soft transitions 
between tones evoking the subtle presence of the other side. 

While rooted in McIntosh’s Jamaican heritage and resonant across the diaspora, Come When 
Mi Call Yu ultimately gestures toward a broader human truth about the enduring strength of 
community and ancestral connection. 

 
 
Lenworth McIntosh (b. 1987, Jamaica, West Indies) received a BA in Graphic Design from 
McMurry University in Abilene, TX. McIntosh’s work has been exhibited nationally at venues 
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including Long Beach Museum of Art, Tlaloc Studios, Rusha and Co. Gallery, and Franchise 
Gallery in Los Angeles, CA; Pt.2 Gallery in Oakland, CA; Nielsen Arts in Berkeley, CA; The 
Luggage Store, SWIM Gallery, Space 236 in San Francisco, CA; {neighborhood}, Epocha Shoe 
and Art Gallery in Dallas, TX; and at Chateau CÎROC, curated by A.J. Girard in Miami Beach, 
FL. In 2025, McIntosh completed an Artist Residency at the Macedonia Institute in Chatham, 
NY. McIntosh’s work has been featured in publications including New York Times, New York 
Magazine, Juxtapoz, KQED, SF Weekly, Los Angeles Magazine, D Magazine, Frieze, 
Hypebeast, Create! Magazine, The Wall Street Journal, Widewalls, Variable West, and Cool 
Hunting. McIntosh lives and works in Los Angeles, California. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


