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Mokopōpaki  i s  p leased to announce the f i rs t  of  our shor t 
‘n’  sharp Taihoa Ināianei  or Peek Shows.  L i teral ly a ‘s top 
– pause for a moment ’  Taihoa Ināianei  g ive our unknown 
and emergent  ar t i s t s  at  Mokopōpaki  an oppor tuni ty to 
s tep up, take the f loor and tes t  out  t heir  ideas.

In the Brown Room at  Mokopōpaki ,  our Taihoa Ināianei 
for  November 2017 features new ar t i s t  A .A .M. Bos wi th 
PĀNiA! in a playfu l ,  t hree -week project ,  Whio:  B lue Duck 
– explor ing the nature and behaviour of  t h is  handsome 
but  most  secre t ive of  nat ive birds. 
 

Whio:  B lue Duck:  Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos

The plumage of  both adul t  male and female Whio is  s la te 
blue -grey in colour wi th chestnut  brown spot t ing on the 
breast .  Whio have at t ract ive pale grey bi l l s  wi th some 
greenish i r idescence on their  head, neck and back and 
pierc ing yel low eyes.

Whio are bel ieved to be an ancient  species of  Anat idae 
or duck whose evolut ionar y iso lat ion and conf ined 
alpine habi tat  has made them one of  t he most  h ighly 
special i sed water fowl in t he wor ld.  At  home navigat ing 
the c lear fas t - f lowing r ivers  of  t he New Zealand high 
countr y Whio have developed some unique anatomical 
adaptat ions such as the protect ive black f lap at  t he t ip 
of  t heir  b i l l s  and webbed fee t  able to col lapse and fo ld 
l ike an umbrel la,  reducing drag as they negot iate swi f t 
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mountain s t reams and tor rents . 

Whio feed on aquat ic  insects  and lar vae by sys temat ical ly 
sk imming the sur face of  whi te water to n ibble over the 
downstream faces of  boulders in t he shal lows of  rapids.

Whio:  B lue Duck are an endangered species.  They are 
in tensely ter r i tor ia l  and rec lus ive in behaviour.  Whio 
are watchfu l  and ever v ig i lant  and wi l l  a lways see 
you before you are able to see them. Should they be 
dis turbed, male Whio wi l l  sound the alarm by making 
a shr i l l ,  h igh -p i tched, wheezy, d isy l labic whis t le  Whi-o! 
f rom where the Māor i  name of  t he species i s  der ived.
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WHIO: BLUE DUCK
Works in the Exhibi t ion

	 A .A .M. Bos
	 Whio:  B lue Duck (2017)
	 Epson Premium Lus tre pr in t
	 43 x 43 cm
	 Edi t ion of  3,  1 AP
	

Ar t i s t ’ s  S tatement 

I f  you asked me is  my pic ture of  Whio:  B lue Duck an 
example of  wi ld l i fe  photography I ’d say No. Cer ta in ly 
not  in t he categor y of  wi ld l i fe photography produced 
by Nat ional  Geographic magazine or a BBC Natural 
His tor y documentar y crew.   
	 Th is  i s  because what I  present  as wi ld l i fe i s  an 
image of  Whio taken in capt iv i ty  in an open-air  aviar y 
at  Auckland Zoo. Al though there are no obvious bars, 
t he bird i s  s t i l l  in  a cage and on display.  In th is  ar t i f ic ia l 
environment Whio has become used to being around 
people.  They know what i t  i s  l ike to be obser ved. The 
Blue Duck appears to act  natural ly behaving for t he 
camera but  i s  t h is  in  fact  how they are in the wi ld? For 
those wi thout  t he resources or means to access the New 
Zealand wi lderness,  t he made habi tat  wi th l ive -act ion 
exhibi t  we encounter in places l ike the zoo, i s  of ten the 
only exper ience of  ‘wi ld l i fe’  avai lable to us.       
	 I f  you asked me again,  i s  my pic ture of  Whio:  B lue 
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Duck an example of  wi ld l i fe photography I ’d s t i l l  say 
No. I  t h ink the word ‘wi ld l i fe’  creates dis tance between 
obser ver and the obser ved. This  i s  not  what I  want  to do 
at  a l l .  I  want  to in tens i fy the re lat ionship and c lose up 
the space between. I  want  t he v iewer to feel  a connect ion 
wi th my duck subject  and their  at - r i sk  wor ld not  as an 
outs ider at  a safe dis tance,  but  as co - inhabi tant  of  t h is 
environment in a space we share.  I  want  us to be able to 
look Whio in the eye and to admire them. Not s imply as 
a beaut i fu l ,  immaculate ly dressed bird but  as a dear and 
most  respected fr iend. 
	 My por trai t  of  Whio asks quest ions about  human 
populat ions and the k ind of  invas ive development t hat 
responds uncr i t ical ly to a need to drain and contain. 
Al though I  congratu late Auckland Zoo on the qual i ty  of 
t heir  outdoor enclosures,  t he Blue Ducks we see in these 
spaces s t i l l  l ive in a gated communi ty wi th water feature 
f rom which there i s  no escape. I f  we remembered the 
uniqueness of  t he birds and the contr ibut ion they make 
to the divers i ty  of  t he planet  I  t h ink our management of 
t he bui l t  environment would be much more sens i t ive to 
and respect fu l  of  t he natural  wor ld.  Perhaps then I  could 
imagine mysel f  going down to the c lear,  fas t - f lowing 
waters  of  t he Wairau S tream at  t he end of  L ink Dr ive 
Industr ia l  Park ,  in  Glenf ie ld,  to photograph a Whānau 
of  happy Whio – wi ld and free. 
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	 PĀNiA! 
	 B lue Duck (2017)
	 Upscale plas t ic  toy ducks,  lacquer
	 2 par ts ,  each 23.5 x 21.5 x 25 cm
	

Rubber Ducky,  you’re the one
You make bath t ime lots  of  fun
Rubber Ducky I ’m awful ly  fond of  you

Rubber Ducky,  joy of  joys
When I  squeeze you, you make noise
Rubber Ducky,  you’re my ver y bes t  f r iend i t ’s  t rue…

Rubber Ducky,  you’re so f ine
And I ’m lucky that  you’re mine
Rubber ducky,  I ’d l ike a whole pond of
Rubber ducky,  I ’m awful ly  fond of  you!

Made famous by Ernie f rom the mismatched Muppet duo 
Ernie and Ber t ,  Rubber Duckie ,  an up-beat ,  song for 
chi ldren,  celebrat ing a much loved bath - toy,  created a 
minor global  splash by c l imbing in September 1970, to 
No. 16 on popular music  p lay l i s t  t he Bi l lboard Hot 100. 
	 Ern ie and Ber t  were two of  t he or ig inal  Muppets 
who in Ju ly 1969, appeared in the pi lo t  episode of  t he 
ground-breaking educat ional ,  ch i ldren’s  ske tch comedy 
and animat ion,  T V ser ies Sesame Street .  F i rs t  per formed 
by Muppet creator J im Henson and col laborator Frank 
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Oz, Ernie and Ber t  were des igned as characters  wi th 
at t i tudes and t ra i t s  comple te ly opposi te to the other. 
However,  l ike the real - l i f e  creat ive dynamic that  exis ted 
between the Muppeteers Henson and Oz, Ernie and 
Ber t  co -operate and learn to funct ion in s i tuat ions able 
to show how two people wi th to ta l ly d i f ferent  v iews 
of  t he wor ld can be good fr iends.  On Sesame Street 
Ernie and Ber t  l ive together in a basement  apar tment . 
Al though the two Muppets  s leep in separate beds and 
Ber t  occas ional ly pursues love in teres ts  of  h is  own, the 
re lat ionship between the two fr iends has of ten been read 
as a representat ion of  a same-sex couple.

	
	 PĀNiA!	
	 Commander Duck & The Red-Neck Mi l l ionaires 	
	 (2017)
	 Fold ing canvas chair,  tekau tāra,  New Zealand 	
	 ten -dol lar  note,  p las t ic  peg
	 85 x 52.5 x 47 cm
	

A re tal ia tor y shot  f i red back by Whio:  B lue Duck ,  leader 
of  t he imaginar y Aotearoa Anat idae L iberat ion Army . 
Aimed direct ly at  organisat ions respons ib le for  t he 
mul t i -mi l l ion dol lar  manufacture and sale of  hunt ing 
paraphernal ia l ike the wel l -known, Amer ican-made, Duck 
Commander  – a hand-craf ted,  double - reed, wooden, 
duck -cal l ing device car ved out  of  Louis iana cedar. 
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	 PĀNiA! 
	 Duck!  P laying games wi th Malcolm Ross:
	 PĀNiA! takes the cour t  (2017)
	 Duct  tape,  rope,  bungy hooks,  f ix ings,  goose 	
	 feather shut t lecocks
	 4 par ts ,  ins ta l la t ion dimens ions var iable
	

 “As a ru le of  t humb, my method is  to th ink of  a shape, 
then embarrass the hel l  out  of  i t . 
As v isual  puns [ the works]  are real  groaners.”
	 –Malcolm Ross 

Al though largely unknown, Malcolm Ross (1948–
2003) i s  regarded by many as one of  t he key f igures 
in New Zealand conceptual  ar t .  Born in Takapuna 
on Auckland’s Nor th Shore,  Malcolm was a sculp tor, 
painter,  photographer,  car toonis t  and his tor ian who for 
almost  a l l  h is  career worked outs ide of  t he ins t i tu t ional 
whi te -cube. When Malcolm was seven years old,  h is 
fami ly went  to l ive in the Hokianga where h is  father 
was a teacher at  Motukiore Māor i  School .  Dur ing th is 
ver y format ive per iod in h is  l i fe ,  Malcolm was immersed 
not  only in Māor i  communi ty and Māor i  wor ld v iew but 
a lso developed an endur ing love of  orni t hology and the 
s tudy of  b irds.  Here,  Malcolm began to document h is 
sol i tar y and in t rospect ive inves t igat ions of  t he natural 
wor ld,  producing a ser ies of  de tai led,  hand-drawn maps 
ident i fy ing the locat ions of  b ird nes t ing s i tes .  These 
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spider y,  geographical ,  a lmost  secre t ive diagrams are 
among the ear l ies t  examples of  Malcolm’s work that 
sur v ive.

	 PĀNiA!
	 Toi le t  Duck (2017)
	 P las t ic  bot t les ,  ‘ TOILET’  s ign,  f ix ings,  adhes ive
	 4 par ts ,  ins ta l la t ion dimens ions var iable
	

	 P ipe,  B locked
Force a mixture of  soda and sal t  as far  as poss ib le down 
the of fending pipe.  Hal f  an hour la ter,  swi l l  t he pipe 
wi th boi l ing water,  and then f lush wel l  wi th warm water. 
For f rozen pipes use sal t  and boi l ing water in t he same 
manner. 

	 P ipes,  Leaks in
Unt i l  t he plumber comes,  t he hole may be ef fect ive ly 
s topped wi th a paste made of  yel low soap and powdered 
whi tening mixed together wi th a l i t t le  water.

	 P ipes,  S l imy, to Clean
Dissolve some cof feras and leave to work i t s  way 
gradual ly through the pipes.

	 P ipes,  to Prevent  f rom Burs t ing
Pipes in exposed pos i t ions should be wrapped about 
wi th old sacking,  canvas or fe l t .
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Shop Window
	
	 A .A .M. Bos
	 Si t t ing Duck (2017)
	 V in tage New Zealand-made plas t ic  decoy duck , 	
	 velour cushion,  sand
	 24.5 x 40 x 40 cm
	

Wildl i fe Act  1953 No.31 (as at  13 March 2017)
Schedule 1 Wildl i fe Declared to Be Game

Black Swan (Cygnus atratus ) :  except  on Chatham Is lands
Chukar (Alector is  chukar ) :  except  on Chatham Is lands
Duck: 	 Australas ian shoveler  (Anas rhynchot is )
Grey Duck (Anas superc i l iosa )  and any cross of  t hat
	 species wi th any other species,  var ie ty,  or  k ind
	 of  duck (except  on Chatham Is lands)
Mal lard Duck (Anas platyrhynchos )  and any cross of  	
	 t hat  species wi th any other species,  var ie ty,
	 or  k ind of  duck (except  on Chatham Is lands)
Paradise Shelduck (Tadorna var iegata )
Par tr idge: Grey Par tr idge (Perdix perdix ) :  except  on 	
	 Chatham Is lands
Red- legged Par tr idge (Alector is  rufa ) :  except  on 		
	 Chatham Is lands
Pheasant :  any bird,  not  being a domest ic  b ird,  of  t he 	
	 genus Phas ianus and any cross  of  any such bird 	
	 wi th any other species,  var ie ty,  or  k ind of
	 pheasant :  except  on Chatham Is lands
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Pūkeko (Porphyr io melanotus ) :  except  on Chatham
	 Is lands
Quai l :  Bobwhi te Quai l  (Col inus v i rgin ianus ) :  except  on 	
	 Chatham Is lands
Brown Quai l  (Coturnix yps i lophora ) :  except  on
	 Chatham Is lands
Cal i forn ia Quai l  (Cal l ipepla cal i fornica ) :  except  on
	 Chatham Is lands
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