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The work of Martine Syms (b. 1988, Los Angeles) engages the fluid
definitions of reality and fiction of our contemporary world. In Knot
Eye, her exhibition at Sadie Coles HQ, Kingly Street, Syms slips
between genres, modes of representation and narrative-threads, with
two new films and a concept store.

The exhibition presents RW-LO, 2026, which will have its theatrical
premiere at the New York Film Festival in September. In the 22-
minute docu-fantasy, set in the Garden District of New Orleans in the
year 2000, Syms blends reenactments with home movies from the life
of Brent David Freaney, a lifelong pop girlie, who was once, as
vintage camcorder footage reveals, a Deep South teenager obsessed
with outspoken Real World New Orleans castmate Melissa Howard.
RW-LO is a nostalgic — and surprising — inquiry into what happens
when people start being celebrities, and they stop being real.

The exhibition also premieres her film Ex Voto, 2026, a three- handed
ensemble set in a New York apartment. A wrap party has ended. The
Director and her two leads, The Actor and The It Boy, are drunk and
high and don’t want to go home yet. The energy is intimate and
charged and none of them know what happens next. The Director
tries to explain all 11 dimensions and when she can't, pulls up the first
YouTube video. GOD HITS. We stay with The Director as she leaves
this plane of reality. When The Directors returns The Actor reenacts
her trip.

At the front of the gallery is the latest iteration of Dominica Publishing,
that functions simultaneously as an artwork and concept store.
Dominica Publishing, Syms overarching conceptual endeavour, is a
practice of making ideas public and making publics around those
ideas. It's a way to play with form, format, desire, magic, mystery, and
pop. As Syms notes, ‘| was a shop girl. Some people were servers.
These jobs teach you everything there is to know about humanity.’



The field is the only reality, 2026
wall painting

dimensions variable

edition 1 of 3 + 1 alp
HQ30-MS23004P

Price: $35,000 USD

High-resolution image


https://app.referenceimage.com/s/fea6bVf--nzYviOloa14vw
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/fea6bVf--nzYviOloa14vw
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/fea6bVf--nzYviOloa14vw







Ex Voto, 2026
video

dur: 17 min
edition 1 of 5+ 1 alp
HQ30-MS22977V

Price: $75,000 USD

Video link


https://vimeo.com/reviews/78348232-97a0-470f-958c-e095535c366a/videos/1226998951




Ex-Voto, 2026
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Ex-Voto, 2026




Quaternity, 2026

foam board, 3D print and clay model

36 x44 x102cm/ 14 % x 17 % x 40 % in
HQ30-MS23005S

Price: $25,000 USD

High-resolution image



https://app.referenceimage.com/s/1_9lS3vbQlB2XslYk9z5dA
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/1_9lS3vbQlB2XslYk9z5dA
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/1_9lS3vbQlB2XslYk9z5dA




edition 3 of 5 + a/
HQ30-MS22994V

Price: $75,000 US


https://vimeo.com/reviews/21707b0d-899c-4451-9ed8-f25fcbaf3dae/videos/1211965988




RW-LO, 2026








https://app.referenceimage.com/s/gCOyFbAhRvw-3X0MBVpuyA
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/gCOyFbAhRvw-3X0MBVpuyA
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/gCOyFbAhRvw-3X0MBVpuyA



https://app.referenceimage.com/s/ksvJ2u2i9Vk4vX-b4-X0bQ
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/ksvJ2u2i9Vk4vX-b4-X0bQ
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/ksvJ2u2i9Vk4vX-b4-X0bQ



https://app.referenceimage.com/s/AhaWp8JuGrY2yCmEJJ29EQ
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/AhaWp8JuGrY2yCmEJJ29EQ
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/AhaWp8JuGrY2yCmEJJ29EQ

I.  MeTunyry
2. INTEGRITY
3. WILDness

4, INTELLIGENCE

The Four Agreements, 2026
wall painting

dimensions variable

edition 1 of 3 + 1 a/p
HQ30-MS23003P

Price: $15,000 USD

High-resolution image


https://app.referenceimage.com/s/H1qncm5MpcbZtRcNWp3JQw
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/H1qncm5MpcbZtRcNWp3JQw
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/H1qncm5MpcbZtRcNWp3JQw

Domnica Publishing, 2026
~ concept store

dimensions variable

HQ30-MS23009S




Painter Head Ass, 2026 d
wall painting

dimensions variable

edition 1 of 3 + 1 a/p

HQ30-MS23002P

Price: $15,000 USD

High-resolution image



https://app.referenceimage.com/s/jgzc_b_U-mH91DkoQgb9jg
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/jgzc_b_U-mH91DkoQgb9jg
https://app.referenceimage.com/s/jgzc_b_U-mH91DkoQgb9jg

A SANTISIN

EH

La Santisima Muerte, Ribbed, Oya Candle
£ 99 GBP each



TO HELL
WITH MY
SUFFERING






OPEN WIDE DELIGHT OPEN V

| WON'T SUFFER | WO

www.sadiecoles.com

17 Savile Row, London W1S 3PN
62 Kingly Street, London W1B 5QN
8 Bury Street, London SW1Y 6AB

T +44 (0) 20 7493 8611

Please note that all works are subject to prior sales, tax and artist's resale rights where applicable

Sadie Coles HQ
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