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Students from CCA's Graduate Program in Fine Arts will exhibit works that they created based on
Baldessari's teaching notes from his time as a professor at California Institute of the Arts (Cal Arts).
The original course was titled Cal Arts Post Studio Art: Class Assignments (optional), 1970. Based
on his class notes, students will, for instance, be instructed to "imitate Baldessari in actions and
speech. Video," "Disguise an object to look like another object," or "Develop a visual code. Give it
to another student to crack." 

This exhibition pursues two of Baldessari's own concerns. The first is art making -- specifically his
predilection for language's structure and arbitrary games, which have been a key element in his
conceptual works of the 1970s, such as Throwing Three Balls in the Air to Get a Straight Line (Best
of Thirty-Six Attempts) from 1973. These pioneering conceptual works from the 1970s have
exercised a considerable influence on generations of younger artists. 

The second is pedagogical. For many decades Baldessari has been directly engaged with the
education of artists. In 1959, he began teaching art in San Diego and continued working with
students for nearly three decades, most notably between 1970 and 1986 when he taught at Cal Arts.
There, Baldessari taught Post Studio Art, a class that went against the grain of educational
tendencies of the time, by promoting the advancement of a specific medium. Many of the strategies
Baldessari deploys in his own work -- experimentation, rule-based systems, and the defiance of
arbitrarily imposed limits -- are akin to contemporary pedagogical methods. 
John Baldessari was born in National City, California in 1931 and lives and works in Santa Monica,
California. He received a BA (1953) and MA (1957) from San Diego State College, continuing his
studies at Otis Art Institute and Chouinard Art Institute (1957–59). Baldessari has received several
honorary doctorates, most recently from the National University of Ireland, Burren College of Art
(2006) and was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters in 2007. He has participated
in Documenta (1982, 1978); the Venice Biennale (2003, 1997); and seven Whitney Biennials, most



recently in 2008. His work has been shown in more than 120 solo exhibitions and 300 group
exhibitions. Baldessari was also awarded the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the Venice
Biennale in 2009. In May 2011, Baldessari was awarded an Honorary Doctorate degree from
California College of the Arts. 

A major retrospective entitled Pure Beauty, which spans five decades of John Baldessari’s work,
toured between 2009 and 2011 through art institutions such as Tate Modern, London, the Museu
d’Art Contemporain, Barcelona, and The Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Los Angeles. 

Student artists: 
Fatema Abdoolcarim, Zafer A. Aksit, Andrea Bacigalupo, Simone Bailey, Teresa Baker, Kate
Bonner & Rebekah Goldstein, Maureen Burdock, Caroline Charuk, Ji EunChun, James Coquia,
Kimberlee Cordova, Kimberlee Cordova & Elizabeth Moran, Melissa Dickenson, Jeremy Ehling,
Elizabeth Eicher & Helene Schlumberger, Katelyn Eichwald, Jamie Emerick, Will Emmert, Arash
Fayez, Rachel Granofsky, Larissa Greer, Seth Gutierrez, Sadie Harmon, Jaimie Healy, Helga Hizer,
Megan Lavelle, Cara Levine, Heidi Lubin, Leora Lutz, Lindsey Lyons, Phillip Maisel, Marc
Manning, Yan Yan Mao, Nicole Markoff, Bruna Massadas, Senalka McDonald, Zoe McCloskey, Em
Meine, Elizabeth Moran, Christie Yuri Noh, Alison Padgett, Alison Padgett & Andrea Gonzalez,
Christine Pan, Maya Pasternak, Byron Peters, Christine M. Peterson, Aidah Aliyah Rasheed, Joshua
Reinstein, Neil Rivas, Michael Rothfeld, Ann Schnake, Diana Stapleton, Lauren M. Taylor, Maria
Torres, Meghan Urback, Ben Vilmain, Alex Wang, Heather Watson, Heather Watson & Katelyn
Eichwald, Heather Watson & Janey Smith, Tali Weinberg, Ansley West, Jacob Wick, Calder Yates &
Helga Hizer, Jack Ziemann 
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