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Supported by Pro Helvetia Shanghai, the Swiss Arts Council

Jiayuanhai Art Museum is pleased to present Marginalia, a new exhibition by London-based Swiss artist
Marius Steiger. Established in 2024 in Shanghai and designed by Japanese architect Tadao Ando, Jiayuanhai
Art Museum is a newly founded public institution dedicated to contemporary art.

Marginalia takes its title from the notes left in the margins of books: unofficial, unauthorised, beside the point.
Steiger works with images gathered from different sources, generations and systems of circulation, combining
them into new compositions. His ongoing Case series is made from numerous individual canvases, each
painted separately in oil on linen before being assembled into larger works. The process resembles collage,
but replaces the speed of contemporary image circulation with the slow, labour-intensive process of painting.

Postcards, posters and magazine pages from his grandparents vast collection sit alongside images and
objects gathered from Steiger's own life, travels and popular culture. Fragments that once belonged to different
contexts are brought together without a single defined narrative or original owner. New relationships form
between images that never shared a shelf.

The works draw on the traditions of still life and vanitas, replacing their traditional objects with the debris of
contemporary image culture. Images today are produced, circulated and discarded at extraordinary speed.
Steiger slows them down through painting, giving disposable images the material weight and duration of oil on
linen.

For the exhibition, Steiger has constructed two thin white walls to divide and interrupt the museum's architec-
ture. Their metal structure remains exposed in the back, making the machinery of display visible rather than
concealed. The intervention places the works within a space where collection, classification and display
become part of the subject itself, questioning the supposed neutrality of the white cube.
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