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18, Murata is pleased to present Expression: Ma, a two-person exhibition featuring Yusuke Abe and
Yusuke Muroi.

Having known each other for many years, the two artists share a longstanding fascination with video
games, trading card games, manga, and anime. Both have approached these cultures with something of
a collector's sensibility, paying close attention to the characters, imaginary worlds, and smallest details
that inhabit them. In Japan, these forms of popular culture have been deeply embedded in everyday life,
particularly since the 1980s, shaping personal tastes and relationships through childhood play and
exchanges among friends. The appearance and abilities of a character on a trading card, an obscure
detail in a game's fictional universe, or a seemingly insignificant difference between two versions of the
same object can all become sources of particular fascination. Such ways of looking, collecting, and
assigning value to things remain deeply rooted in both artists' practices.

Abe has explored the possibilities of worlds that exist within painting, initially drawing on imagery from
video game monsters, insects, and fish. In recent years, his practice has increasingly focused on what
takes place on the surface of a painting itself, through processes of layering paint and other materials,
attaching and removing elements, and moving between figuration and abstraction. Muroi, meanwhile,
has developed a practice that moves across painting, sculpture, and installation, combining childhood
memories, found objects, and a wide range of images. His work is informed by both a longing for
freedom of expression and a skepticism toward the very act of consciously pursuing it, allowing
memories, imagination, and unexpected relationships between objects to shape his work.

Although the two artists are drawn to similar things and share an attachment to detail and the pleasures
of collecting, their practices have continued to develop in different directions. A shared cultural
background or set of motifs does not necessarily lead to similar works. Even when playing the same
game, each person chooses different characters, collects different things, and finds pleasure in different
aspects of the experience. In much the same way, their works reflect distinct interests, decisions, and the
time accumulated through their respective practices.

When showing a favorite trading card to a friend, there is both a desire to share something personally
meaningful and a curiosity about what the other person might have. A card that holds special value for
one person may mean very little to another. Perhaps it is precisely in these differences, in what each
person chooses and treasures, that something of their individuality becomes visible. Showing something
to another person is not only a way of discovering each other's tastes, but also an opportunity to see
one's own possessions differently through someone else's eyes.
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In this exhibition, the two artists bring their works together within the shared framework of painting,
despite having pursued distinct forms of expression. The encounter resembles two longtime friends
taking out their favorite cards to show each other. Their works are connected not only through shared
cultural references and motifs, but also through their differences, which give rise to new relationships.
There may be affection and mutual respect in this exchange, but also a little pride, a sense of

competition, and, above all, a genuine curiosity about what the other has made.

The exhibition's Japanese title, &Z4JFE (Hyogenma), echoes the sound of the Japanese word Hyogen ( %
H1), meaning "Expression,” while ambiguously combining characters suggesting something coming
into appearance, Gen (%] ), meaning "Illusion," and Ma (& ), associated with magic, demons, or
supernatural forces. In English, the title becomes Expression: Ma. The syllable ma may also evoke the
Japanese concept of Ma ([l ), referring to an interval, a space between things, or a point of transition,
although this meaning is not explicitly referenced in the title. Rather than settling on any single
meaning, the title leaves room for multiple interpretations.

Yusuke Muroi (b. 1990, Gunma, Japan) completed an MFA in Global Art Practice at Tokyo
University of the Arts in 2019. Recent solo exhibitions include “Toki Meme” (A SO-KO, 1-11-6,
Higashikasai, Tokyo, 2025), “The Day of Judgment fa-” (T'oken Art Center, Tokyo, 2024), and
“Mooginkaat” (Tokyo Arts and Space Hongo, 2023). Selected group exhibitions include “Treading the
Traces of the Hand: NAKANISHI Natsuyuki Archive” (Chinretsukan Gallery, Tokyo University of the
Arts, 2026), “DISSECTING TABLE” (B32 Artspace, Maastricht, and TCB Gallery, Melbourne,
2025), and the Nakanojo Biennale (2025, 2023). Alongside his artistic practice, he runs art space AP
Donou in Ibaraki.

Yusuke Abe (b. 1993, Yamagata, Japan) completed his graduate studies at Tama Art University in
2018. Recent solo exhibitions include “Yusuke Abe” (4649, Tokyo, 2023), “Yusuke Abe” (CADAN
Yurakucho, Tokyo, 2023), and “Live through the backwoods” (Loko Gallery, Tokyo, 2018). Selected
group exhibitions include “Echo from Nowhere” (parcel, Tokyo, 2024), “Kokoro no Koe” (CON_,
Tokyo, 2023), and “Tokimeki Memorial by XYZ collective” (La Maison de Rendez-vous, Brussels,
2019).
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FE AL Yusuke Muroi

H B5& 5 D [ REE Daydream of Autonomous Driving
A#icih# Oil on plywood

156.2 X 93 X 3cm

2026

Wander Drive

A icihi® Oil on plywood
156.2 X 93 X 3cm

2026

2O

BWRICT 7 IV AT 47 L RS DB, I Acrylic medium,
advertising backing paper, and oil on plywood

39.5 X 28.8 X3 cm

2026
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FE AL Yusuke Muroi

A7 4=k TV R Sweet Labyrinth
Aficii# Oil on plywood

31 X29.7 X3 cm

2026

kD City of pulse
oil on canvas

200 X 150 cm
2026

IRHE /Red seed
oil on canvas
33.3 X 24.2 cm
2026
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