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Xiao Ming’s Room
Lu Ming
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As a final gesture in our Jianchang Hutong space, Arrow Factory invited Beijing-based artist Lu Ming
to mount, Xiao Ming's Room. In this ongoing project, Lu transforms different public spaces into
personal occupied territories, blurring the divide between private and public life. The work takes
various forms, from printed matter, to manipulated photographs, to large-scale installations. In Arrow
Factory’s version of Xiao Ming’s Room, Lu painted a tropical beach scene onto the movable back
wall, and inked the words, “The sun rises,” and “The sun sets,” onto the facing sides. A sound system,
video projector and makeshift disco lamp were set up in the space, and karaoke videos were beamed
onto the frosted display window. Friends and supporters were invited to visit at dusk to pay their last
respects to the space. Much heartfelt crooning and street-side beer drinking ensued.

Lu’s performance and installation works draw heavily from personal history to explore different
possible manifestations of his own imagined future. Xiao Ming’s Room at Arrow Factory took place
over the course of 24-hours, situated between sunrise and sunset. Artists, supporters and audiences
gathered at Arrow Factory to reconnect, reminisce and serenade our hutong surroundings. Lu even
convinced one of Arrow Factory’s most difficult neighbors to join in the revelry and belt out a few of
his favorites. Xiao Ming's Room was equal parts celebration, shared lament, and release; an apt and
bittersweet sendoff after more than a decade of exhibition making in our beloved storefront.



Lu Ming (b. 1983, Hebei Province) is a graduate of the Central Academy of Fine Art, Experimental
Art Department. His work has been exhibited in Beijing at Yang Gallery (2018); the Today Art
Museum, Beijing (2017); UCCA, Beijing (2016); as well as Fei Arts, Guangzhou (2018); and at the
Futuroscope in France (2017). He lives and works in Beijing.



