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Passerby #1/Passerby #2 was a two-person project featuring Beijing-based sound/performance artist
Ake and San Francisco-based Butoh performer and choreographer, Ledoh. Inhabiting the space in
tandem, Ake and Ledoh were present in virtual and actual forms. Both artists use their bodies as a
vehicle for expression, and work largely through site-responsive improvisation. Ledoh’s work is
presented as a looped video projection, while Ake’s engagement is live. Passerby #1/Passerby

#2 assembles these different modes of public display together into a multi-layered rumination on the
nature of performance.

Ledoh’s silent video, Watching You, Watching Me captures fleeting impressions of the hutongs filmed
during a 144-hour flight layover in Beijing. The video documents a street performance between Ledoh
and a white suit as the two entities drift through Arrow Factory’s surrounding neighborhood. Ledoh’s
Butoh-style choreography is characterized by slow abstract movements, and has roots in the



desolation following World War II. The resulting video muses on the aura of surveillance and the
camera’s subjective gaze.

Each afternoon, Ake activated the video projector showing Ledoh’s work, and then she would
perform Commitment in Scales, a series of sound works inspired by the regular practice of musical
instruments. Ake’s daily improvisation responded in different manners to Ledoh’s projected video.
Ake’s sound/performance works often use game theory and enigmatic rules to create improvised
atmospheric environments. Those who happened past the storefront window when Ake was present,
become spontaneous audience members, passers-by in their own right. Other more formal and
planned performances also took place: an improvised choral performance directed by Yan Jun, sonic
experiments with Cui Jiayi and distanced web-based interactions with Ledoh joining via video chat
from California. A security camera inside Arrow Factory recorded all the proceedings, placing an
additional unseen, silent, yet wholly present witness to this cumulative process.

The title Passerby #1/Passerby #2 references nameless actors in film scripts as well as the trajectories
of personal journeys and spinning orbits—from Ledoh’s short transit stop through Beijing, to the path
of the white suit around the hutongs; from Ake’s daily rituals inside the space to the serendipity of
those who chance upon the activities and more. Passerby #1/Passerby #2 accentuates the unplanned
and spontaneous moments of performance that are seen and unseen, intentional and incidental,
passive and active.

Ake (b. 1990, Hainan Province) is an artist whose works deal with words, theatre, sound and chance
actions. She lives and works in Beijing.

Ledoh (b. 1961, Yangon, Burma) is a multi-media performance artist who trained in Japan under
Butoh Master Katsura Kan. Born into the Ka-Ren hilltribe, Ledoh emigrated from Burma with his
family at age 11 to escape dictatorship. He is a dancer, choreographer and the Artistic Director of San
Francisco-based collective Salt Farm.



