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Arrhythmia
Matt Hope
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Beijing-based artist Matt Hope created Arrhythmia, a site-specific architectural and sonic intervention
that transformed the Arrow Factory’s street-side display into a protruding cavity. The inverted wedge
played with the flat optics of the monotonous grey hutong walls and was reminiscent of a gun
emplacement, or (perhaps more appropriately) an arrow slit. In addition to being a sculptural
presence, Arrhiythmia was also a functioning speaker horn. The work maximized the physical
limitations of the Arrow Factory space, using the actual dimensions of the room itself to create a
particular sonic signature. The speaker horn self-generated sound and light flashes through simple
components, and acted both as a microphone to sense ambient vibrations and as a tactile surface to
amplify sound. The ambient vibrations were collected and re-collected; the naturally occurring
feedback loop was harnessed to generate additional tones.

Hope’s electromechanical sculptures are kinetic and sonic apparatuses that engage its surroundings
and invite environmental input. Arrhythmia was designed to absorb and respond to the sharp aural
stimuli of Beijing’s urban fabric, cheekily giving back to its surroundings all that it had received.

Matt Hope (b. 1976, London, UK) studied at Chelsea School of Art, London, received his BFA at
the Winchester School of Art, Hampshire, UK, and earned his MFA at University of California, San
Diego. Hope’s work had been exhibited at Hongkun Museum of Fine Art, Beijing; Ace Gallery, Los
Angles; Power Station Art Museum in Shanghai; Marta Herford Museum; UCCA, Beijing; China
National Museum, Beijing; University Art Gallery UCSD; as well as the Chengdu Biennale, and
Beijing Design Week.



