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The Night Watch
Lanji Property Management Art Collective

2017.12.15-2018.03.10

The Night Watch was an act of creative repurposing by the Lanji Property Management Art
Collective. In this installation, all of the unwieldy contents of the Arrow Factory space, formerly
hidden behind an austere white wall, were exposed en masse to all. Following the government
directed brickings along Jianchang Hutong, all of the furniture from the nearby café, Wu Jin, was
hastily stored in the back of Arrow Factory. For The Night Watch, the items were taken out and re-
organized in the space, highlighting their formal qualities and drawing attention to the objects’
relationships to each other. These material objects were carefully arranged to form a robust sculptural
presence in the darkened space, while searchlights endlessly scanned the room from one side to
another. This continuous drift mimicked the neighborhood security guards who made the rounds in
the hutong at night — scanning, but not necessarily seeing.

The title, The Night Watch invokes Rembrandt's monumental 1642 painting depicting a decorated
militia group moving on after victory. Rembrandt's work is best known for its use of light, shadow
and his technical innovations that convey a dramatic sense of motion. The painting is also infamous
for generating a highly unfavorable reaction from the public, leading to Rembrandt’s eventual
downfall and bankruptcy, as well as signaling the downturn of the Dutch Golden Age of painting.

The Lanji Property Management Company Art Collective (Rania Ho, Kan Xuan and Wang Wei)
formed in 2017. This first official collaboration was an aggrieved response to the demolition of many
local hutong businesses. As the days grew colder, construction crews continued unabated with
bricking up storefronts and black-uniformed security guards wandered the hutongs at all hours.



