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I'm Sorry
Work/Live Series, Project #4
Tian Dongliang/Social Sensibility Research Institute

2017.10.05-12.10

Amidst the bricking and emptying of many neighborhood businesses on Jianchang Hutong, Arrow
Factory presented /’m Sorry, a video work by Tian Dongliang and the Social Sensibility Research
Institute. Re-purposing the window frame from Yang Zhenzhong’s Fences and swapping Yang’s
mirror with clear glass, the Arrow Factory facade became a portal into Tian’s tenacious video
performance. Arms raised, fists clenched, and back towards the camera, Tian re-enacted a heavily
shared news image of a Syrian toddler, who, hands raised in fear, believed that the photographer’s
camera was a weapon turned upon her. Tian sustains the posture for as long as he can bear before
dropping his arms in defeat and walking away.

The title, I'm Sorry, expresses the need for atonement. Tian experienced a tumultuous childhood
where at six years old he returned from school one disquieting afternoon to a house stripped clean of
everything, his dodgy neighbors and loan shark relatives nowhere to be found. Through these
challenging personal experiences, Tian developed a particular expertise in the craft of scams. He
analyzes and scrutinizes different methods of deception; his findings informing a complex and layered
worldview. Tian’s re-enactment of surrender in the video speaks to an acknowledged sense of
helplessness.

Tian Dongliang (b. 1990, Henan Province) is in his first year working on the assembly line at Bernard
Controls. He is a machine operator on the factory floor.



