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Sensual Love of the Fingertips

Work/Live Series, Project #2

Wu Shuqing/Social Sensibility Research Institute
Video by Derrick Wang
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Wu Shuqing and the Social Sensibility Research Institute (SSRI) condensed Arrow Factory’s modest
storefront display into an intimate tableau for Sensual Love of the Fingertips. Masking the entire glass
fagade save a single subtle opening, Sensual Love of the Fingertips was a video installation and
solitary viewing experience that alluded to illicit peeping. Visitors peered into a small eyehole on the
side of the storefront to view a video of Wu’s hands performing essential actions from her daily life.
To an assembly line worker, hands are vital for work; to Wu, hands also link to a rich emotional life.
Layered with Wu’s own aphorisms and insights, the repetition of simple gestures transformed these
mundane acts into pieces of choreography. The reduced scale of the video intentionally drew viewers
close into Wu'’s personal orbit, giving attention to overlooked details and sharing her delight in the
ordinary.

Sensual Love of the Fingertips is the second collaboration between Arrow Factory and SSRI, a unique
artist-in-residency program embedded at Bernard Controls, an actuator valve factory located in the
south of Beijing. Led by Alessandro Rolandi and Tianji Zhao, SSRI’s Work/Live Series, brings nascent
ideas from the factory floor out into the hutong context. With the intent of blurring the divisions
between work and private life, artist and worker, audience and creator, the Work/Live Series is an
exploration into the transformative potential of creative processes and inquiry into alternative
definitions of authorship.



Wu Shugqing (b. 1979, Beijing) is in her fifth year working on the assembly line at Bernard Controls.
Her job consists of assembling valve actuators and training new employees.



