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Press preview: Friday, 17 April 2015, 11 a.m.
Opening: Friday, 17 April 2015, 6 p.m.

Florian Graf moves through the world very much like a fldneur who allows
himself to drift in order to observe and reflect. His attention is particularly
drawn to architectonic and social situations and their reciprocal interactions.
The cosmopolitan artist with Appenzell roots is especially interested in how we
install ourselves in our lives and the effect that spaces have upon us. Graf’s
concern with the emotional, intellectual and psychological aspects of space is
expressed in various media ranging from drawings, sculptures and films to
interventions, installations and actions in public space.

In his exhibition «Chamber Music», composed specifically for the premises of
Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen, Florian Graf examines the triad of public space,
private space and natural space. These fields each occupy one of the three
exhibition halls. The poetic image that Graf creates leads us to reflect on how
public space is altering, how desires for private and intimate space are
changing and how our relationship to landscape or to “nature” has become a new
challenge. The starting point for these deliberations is the observation that
the life forms of our global society oscillate between old, still influential
social models and the anticipation of a precarious future unconnected to clear
visions or utopias. In this context, living - “installing oneself in the world”
- and thus space itself becomes a question.

Graf reflects the essence and the effect of public, private and natural space
with the help of three forms which appear in each of the exhibition halls in
various materials and dimensions and which each take on various roles. In the
first hall, public space, the three forms can best be described as
architectonic elements: they are columns, gateway, building and sculpture at
the same time and evoke the feeling of moving through a town. In the second
hall, private (living) space, the three forms are purely decorative elements:
as ceramic vases they brighten up the space and contribute to its cosiness. In
the last hall, nature influenced by mankind or the artificial landscape, the
forms reappear as sculptures with an ensemble of plinths in the form of a
fountain reminiscent of a gravestone or as a flower trough.

In the Sankt Gallen exhibition transformation — a recurrent theme in Florian
Graf’s artistic work — is part of his reflection on the essence and the effect
of spaces and refers particularly to the changing roles that we take on as
users of public, private and natural space. With architectonic interventions,
display variations and material translations he critically but humorously
prompts a dialogue with influential models of life and society.



Florian Graf (*1980 in Basel/CH) studied at the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago (Fulbright Fellow), the Edinburgh College of Art (MFA with
Distinction), The Royal Drawing School, London (Postgraduate Programme), the

Watermill Center,

International Summer Arts Program, New York,

and at ETH

Zurich (M. Sc. Architecture ETH, Awarded Degree). Today he lives and works in

Basel.

Solo exhibitions (selection): Krasnoyarsk Museum Center, Krasnojarsk
(2014); Wettsteinplatz Basel during Art Basel (2013);

Zeppelin Museum

Friedrichshafen (2012); Curtat Tunnel, Lausanne; Abbatiale de Bellelay (2011).

Group exhibitions (selection):

Ausstellungsraum Klingental, Basel; Bex & Arts,

Triennale de Sculpture, Bex; Kunst Raum Riehen; Batiment d'Art Contemporain

(BAC), Geneva (2014);
Réunion,
Edinburgh Art Festival (2009).

Kunsthalle Vogelmann,
Zurich; Kunstmuseum Olten (2013); Moscow Museum of Modern Art (2010);

Stadtisches Museum Heilbronn;

Events and Educational Program:

Opening
Friday, 17 April 2015, 6 p.m.
Guided Tours

Tuesday, 21 April 2015,

Sunday, 7 June 2015,

6 p.m.
3 p.m.

Art Snack — Short guided tour
Wednesday, 20 May 2015, 12.30
Admission: CHF 10/members CHF

Workshop for Families

Sunday, 31 May 2015, 2 — 3.30
Admission: CHF 18 (adults)/CHF
entrance for children under 6;

Drawing Afternoon

Wednesday, 3 June 2015, 2 — 3.

and a snack

p.m.
7; no registration required

p.m.
9 (children and young people from 6 to 16)/free

registration until 26 May at: beck-woerner@k9000.ch

30 p.m.

For children from 4 to 8 years-old; registration at info@k9000.ch

Art Lunch — Guided tour followed by lunch

Thursday, 11 June 2015,
Guest cooks:
Admission: CHF 25/members CHF

Workshops for School Classes

12 noon
Board of the Architektur Forum Ostschweiz

22; registration at info@k9000.ch

From 22 April on we are offering workshops at the exhibition.
More information: www.k9000.ch (Art Education/Workshops for Schools)

High-resolution images can be

found in the press kit on our website

(Information/Press). For further questions please contact Giovanni Carmine
(carmine@k9000.ch) or Maren Brauner (brauner@k9000.ch).

The exhibition is supported by: Kulturfdrderung Appenzell Ausserrhoden,
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Presidential Affairs of Canton Basel-Stadt, Cultural Affairs of the Canton Basel-Landschaft,
Metrohm Foundation and Hans and Wilma Stutz Foundation.

The Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen is supported by St. Gallen City Council, Kulturfdrderung Kanton
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Swisslos, Migros-Kulturprozent, Martel AG. The educational programme is made

Opening times:
Tues to Fri 12 noon — 6 p.m.
Sat & Sun 11 a.m. — 5 p.m.



