
	 	 	
 
 
 
To the press 
 
 
«Protect me from what I want –  
15+1 years Helvetia Art Prize» 
 
With Nicole Bachmann, Josse Bailly, Florian Germann, Elisa Larvego,  
Kaspar Ludwig, Luc Mattenberger, Thomas Moor, Gina Proenza & Ruben Valdez 
 
Featuring Hochschule Luzern and Sonnenstube (Lugano) with Brigham Baker,  
Tarik Hayward, Lucas Herzig, Juice & Rispetta, Lorenza Longhi and Gaia 
Vincensini 
 
17 August – 13 October 2019 
 
Press preview: Friday, 16 August 2019, 11 a.m. 
Opening with barbecue & party: Friday, 16 August 2019, 6 p.m. 
 
 
On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Helvetia Art Prize (formerly 
the Nationale Suisse Art Prize), the Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen is staging a 
group exhibition of Swiss artists in which prize winners from previous 
years play a leading role. Based on this important prize, the exhibition 
aims to highlight the role of art schools, juries, awards and exhibition 
venues in the development of a young artist's career. Despite the social 
acceptance of the choice of profession and, above all, the choice of life 
for art, this decision always remains a risk, both financially and 
artistically. Success is not guaranteed and a linear or plannable 
development is not possible. 
 
The group exhibition is intended to contribute to creating a picture of 
today's Swiss art scene. Of course, this picture can only be fragmentary. 
The heterogeneity of the artistic contributions, the networking exhibited 
and the interweaving between the actors, but also the provenance of the 
participants, who belong to different scenes in terms of content and 
geography, should make the complex structure and topography of the Swiss 
art landscape comprehensible to the public. 
 
Several new productions will be realised for the project, but works from 
the Helvetia Insurance collection and documentary material will also be 
shown. Guest contributions broaden the horizon and allow new themes to be 
introduced. The off-space Sonnenstube in Lugano and the Lucerne University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts were invited for this purpose. The aim is to 
introduce the role of artist-run spaces as connecting elements between 
young artists and professional institutions, as well as networking 
platforms between different parts of the country, but also to involve an 
art school that - similar to the Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen - operates 
outside Switzerland's major art metropolises. 
 
«Protect me from what I want - 15+1 years Helvetia Art Prize» aims to be a 
productive platform that both gives artists the opportunity to develop new 
projects and brings the support system in Switzerland closer to the public. 
At the same time, the exhibition offers an overview of the young Swiss art 
production, this exciting biotope that is always in motion.  
 
The exhibition is supported by Helvetia Insurance. 
 
 
  



	 	 	
Events and Educational Programme:  
 
Opening with barbecue & party  
Friday, 16 August 2019, 6 p.m. 
 
Guided Tour & Introduction for Teachers 
Tuesday, 20 August 2019, 6 p.m. 
 
Art Snack – Short guided tour and a snack 
Thursday, 29 August 2019, 12.30 p.m. 
Admission: CHF 10/members CHF 7; no registration required 
 
Museum Night with performance by Florian Germann and bar & surprise by 
Sonnenstube 
Saturday, 7 September 2019, 6 p.m.  
 
Painting Afternoon – For children from 4 to 8 years-old 
Wednesday, 25 September 2019, 2 p.m. 
Admission: CHF 5; registration until the previous day at: info@k9000.ch 
 
Art Lunch – Guided tour followed by lunch 
Thursday, 26 September 2019, 12 noon  
Admission: CHF 25/members CHF 22; registration at info@k9000.ch	
 
«Auf der Strecke» – Lucerne-St.Gallen retour with the Lucerne University of 
Applied Sciences and Arts, BA  Fine Arts and Art & Design Education 
Saturday, 28 September 2019, all day 
 
Finissage with panel discussions and performance by Nicole Bachmann  
Sunday, 13 October 2019, 3 p.m.  
 
More information about the programme: www.k9000.ch 
 
 
Workshops for School Classes 
From 20 August 2019 on we are offering workshops in the exhibition.  
See www.k9000.ch (Art Education/Workshops for School Classes) 
 
 
High-resolution images can be found in the press kit on our website  
under Information/Press. For further questions please contact Giovanni 
Carmine (carmine@k9000.ch) or Maren Brauner (brauner@k9000.ch). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen is supported by Stadt St.Gallen, Kulturförderung Kanton 
St.Gallen, Swisslos, Fondation Nestlé pour l’Art (Partenariat), Migros-Kulturprozent, Martel 
AG, Kulturförderung Appenzell Ausserrhoden. The educational programme is made possible by 
Raiffeisen. The exhibition is supported by Helvetia Insurance. 
 

Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen 
Davidstrasse 40 
CH-9000 St. Gallen 
Tel. +41 (0)71 222 10 14 
info@k9000.ch 
www.k9000.ch  
 

Opening times:  
Tues to Fri 12 – 6 p.m. 
Sat & Sun 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. 


