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Diane Landry transforms unassuming household items into mystical 
meditations on life, death and our evolving relationship with the 
machine. Pushing the basic functions of her materials into fanciful 
possibility, everything from water bottles and laundry hampers to bed 
frames and plastic cutlery are infused with unexpected life. Landry 
describes the kinetic results as oeuvres mouvelles, which roughly 
translates as “new, moving works.” With basic mechanical rigging and a 
cobbler’s approach to automation these pieces spin and shudder in an 
increasingly rhythmic fashion – humming with activity that falls 
somewhere between haunting and hallucination. Whether these works 
speak to the sins of disposable culture or the untapped promise of the 
everyday, her mechanized entities inspire a magical re-evaluation of the 
material world.  
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