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The exhibition leads the programming for the 2016 FotoFocus Biennial which explores the 
theme of the Undocument, or the blurry line between fact and fabrication in 
photography. Nearest Neighbor is the artist’s first solo museum exhibition in the U.S. and will 
present over 15 years of Ethridge’s photographs. This mid-career survey focuses on the artist’s 
shifts between the realms of commercial, fine art and personal photography. Ethridge’s work is 
neither just slickly commercial nor conceptually artistic. Rather, it blurs the line between these 
two seemingly polarized edges of photographic practice. His work will just as likely feature a 
plastic bag or a pumpkin sticker as a bottle of Chanel perfume or a supermodel. The show is 
titled after the photographic term “nearest neighbor”, which refers to the type of sampling 
used when resizing a digital image. The exhibition also alludes to the personal nature of 
Ethridge’s work, as he regularly includes his family and friends, as well as himself, as subjects in 
his photographs. While photographers have typically used their own lives as subject matter for 
their art, Ethridge flouts distinctions between sentimental and commercial spheres of meaning, 
suggesting that our lives are a mixture of individual and collective images and experiences. 
 


