When S}oea Meet

2. Humans have long considered our many fellow creatures of the animal 2.b. Creatures: When Species Meet runs throush Auou ()19 and was curated by
kingdom as the subjects of dominion — as entities less than equal, who former CAC Curator Steven Matycio, in association stallations Durector foe
serve a purpose rather than as peers. In Western society, we have regard- Cavitello, Exhibition Coordinator David Dillon, ana ar and Curatonial Assis-
ed this “untamed” brethren 1n an historically one-sided arena, across a tant Rebecca Roman. Curatonial Fellow of Lens-ba. Valentine Umansky also
utilitarian spectrum between ally and enemy. Animals have consequently provided special consultation, and has co-organized wated fulm program in
served as avatars, metaphors, foils, and the fodder tor food, clothing, partnershup with C. facqueline Wood and the Mini inema.
shelter and endless anthropomorphic assignment. In recent years there
has, however, been a pronounced push back against this hegemony, and 1 fus extubition 1s generously supported by Formica 10n, David and Gale
a reconsideration of what equality means within the global ecosystem. Beckett, and ArtsWave Partner, jacob G. Schmudlap s, Fafth I hord Bank,
Whether such sentiment arose from power or pity, the voice for animal Trustee. Special thanks go to Maria Miller and M/ 1ff of the Society for the
rights has grown increasingly prominent for those who cannot speak for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) Cincinna Ul as the League for
themselves — amplitying the value ot intelligence, emotions and lives that Ammal Welfare and Llewelynn Fletcher for serving « fuisory council for this
many have systematically regarded as secondary. Accordingly, there have project, as well as CAC staff and board. T he 200¢ Vhen Species Meet by
been numerous artworks that position animals and msects as content, but Professor Donna j. Haraway 15 a key reference, and ully acknowledged within
considerably fewer that enlist these creatures as collaborators. A slew of the title of this shouw.

recent exhibitions have also sparked controversy tor perpetuating a dis-
course where exploitation, abuse, and inhumane treatment are the pre-
vailing norm. lhis show ollers a counterpoint, asking what 1t means No animals or insects were harmed 1n the making ot this exhibition.
when an animal has agency within the creative act. Creatures brings to-

oether an international coterie of artists that enlist the “wild” other as

partners 1n the production of art. And, while such an exchange can

never truly be equal, and the human species endures as the mitiator of

such endeavors, this collection ol works points to a place where shared

etforts grow ever closer, and more complex.



