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Press Release

dépendance is pleased to announce Richard Aldr ich’s third solo exhibit ion 
in the gal lery.  The exhibit ion is being presented in col laborat ion with 
Gladstone Gal lery,  Brussels which wi l l  host a concurrent exhibit ion on view 
Apri l  23 – June 7.  The two exhibit ions wi l l  feature paint ings, drawings, 
and sculptures created over the course of the past decade, that highl ight 
Aldr ich’s interest in the way in which objects can be used to explore the 
impact of  t ime and aging on our understanding of ourselves and the world 
around us.  Through each work,  many of which were created over the course 
of mult ip le years,  or returned to after  a durat ion of  t ime, Aldr ich provides 
a r ich v isual  representat ion of  the evolut ion of  objects how, as we age and 
change, our concept ion of the things close to us is a l tered as wel l .  This 
not ion is ref lected in his works,  which, even when f in ished, evince a sense 
of cont inuous becoming, suggest ing the possibi l i ty of  future growth and 
change.

Eschewing a part icular art-histor ical  def in i t ion of  or vantage point f rom 
which to v iew his art ,  Aldr ich sees his art ist ic pract ice as a constant ly 
evolv ing force. Taken as a whole,  h is work def ies a s ingular sty le,  and in 
his drawings, paint ings, and sculptures,  Aldr ich is able to move effort-
lessly between f igurat ion,  abstract ion, and representat ion – often combining 
imagery var iously inspired by people and places close to him, v isual  art ists, 
wr i ters,  and musicians whom he f inds interest ing, and exper iences drawn 
from his everyday l i fe.  Using a var iety of  techniques, such as thick and 
thin paint ing, removing port ions of  canvas from his work,  and mult i-media 
assemblage, Aldr ich has developed an art ist ic sty le that turns away from 
the canonical  understanding of art  h istor ical ly,  in favor of  explor ing new 
conceptual  processes through which to v iew the contemporary world as he 
sees i t .

The works on view represent the broad spectrum of Aldr ich’s pract ice 
and, when taken together,  read as a microcosm that encapsulates a ser ies 
of  moments caught in t ime. Among the works on view wi l l  be Unt i t led,  a 
paint ing that is composed of a tr i logy of  novels f rom the Cyberpunk role-
playing game universe Shadowrun, suspended from the canvas in mid-air, 
and the drawing One Kind of Sleight of  Hand, which features the trans-
parency that was used to create the paint ing Two bodies as One that was 
shown at the gal lery in 2009. Among the works on view at Gladstone gal lery 
wi l l  be Real i ty Paint ing #6 (A Wal l  in My Bedroom) part  of  Aldr ich’s ‘Real i ty 
Paint ing Ser ies, ’  a body of work that playful ly adopts the art-histor ical 
idea of a ser ies as a way to organize ideas, and which depicts scenes from 
Aldr ich’s everyday l i fe. 

Aldr ich was born in Hampton, Virginia,  and current ly l ives and works in New 
York.  He has been the subject of  solo exhibit ions at :  San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art ,  San Francisco, and the Contemporary Art  Museum, St. 
Louis,  St.  Louis,  Missour i .  He has also been included in group exhibit ions at 
notable inst i tut ions including: Contemporary Arts Museum, Houston, Texas; 
Tokyo City Opera,  Tokyo; Centro Galego de Arte Contemporánea, Sant iago 
de Compostela,  Spain;  and Whitney Museum of American Art ,  New York.


