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The exhibition is part of Bergen Kunsthall’s annual collaboration with Borealis—a festival for

experimental music.

“| Call America” attempts to capture “the perplexity
of what it means to be American in the 21st century.”
The exhibition is Matana Roberts’ first in Europe and
is based on a comprehensive project that was con-
ceived during a residency at the Whitney Museum of
American Art, and then realized as an exhibition at the
Fridman Gallery in New York in 2016.

Roberts belongs to a new generation of jazz and
improvisation musicians who continue the strong
tradition of African American avant-garde music in
which political commitment, historical awareness
and the spiritual or intellectual roots of creativity are
inextricably linked. As an artist she prefers to use the
term “experimentalist” rather than more historically
charged expressions like “jazz musician.” Her open-
minded attitude to the act of creation—within a range
of different traditions and genres—is clear in her
intimate familiarity with improvisation, dance, poetry
and theatre, and most recently visual art.

Installed in Bergen Kunsthall’s NO.5 gallery, “I Call
America” consists of several large, expressively paint-
ed collaged canvases, a number of smaller objects and
collages, and a video work. The exhibition can be seen
as an extension of Roberts’ graphic musical scores,
part of a system she has been developing called PSQ
(Panoramic Sound Quilting), which includes paint-
ings, found photographs and fragments of traditional
notation. Like her music, these works are built up in
layers of different textures and materialities creating a
complex weave of references and genres.

Roberts expresses a strong consciousness of being
a black woman in the USA today, and at the same time
a historical understanding of this backdrop of experi-
ence. In a powerful recording project under the title
“Coin Coin"” (for which she has so far released three
critically acclaimed albums in a series of what will
become 12 chapters), Roberts evokes fragments from
African American history—from the age of slavery
via the civil rights struggles of the 1960s up to the
present-day Black Lives Matter movement.

In NO.5 Bergen Kunsthall revisits and re-presents
selected artworks and exhibitions, previously shown
elsewhere in the world. Initiated in response to the
increasing acceleration of both the production and re-
ception of art, NO.5 provides an opportunity to slow
down and look again at particular works, exhibitions
or fragments of exhibitions. Bergen Kunsthall commis-
sions a new critical text to accompany each of these
re-presentations. | Call America was first shown at the
Fridman Gallery, New York, in the summer of 2016.

A new publication, with a text by Christopher D Stack-
house, will be available as a free PDF online and in a
limited number of printed copies from our bookshop.

Opens
3 March 20:00

Omvisninger
Every Sunday
2 March 18.00 for Members

Plattform

12 March 12.00: “Beyond Afrofuturism”, a talk by
Christopher D. Stackhouse, followed by a discussion
with Moor Mother, Yvette Janine Jackson and Peter
Meanwell.

The exhibition is part of Bergen Kunsthall's annual col-
laboration with Borealis—a festival for experimental
music. In the course of the festival selected musi-
cians from the Borealis festival programme has been
invited to give their interpretations of Roberts’ works
in a series of concerts that will take place inside the
exhibition:

Musical Interventions:

9 March 14.30, Intervention #1: Jennifer Walshe
10 March 14.30, Intervention #2: Angharad Davies
12 March 13.30, Intervention #3: Kjetil Master



Exhibition Map

1 Matana Roberts
chance, 2015
Mixed media on canvas
307 x 594 cm

2 Matana Roberts
Untitled
Video

17 min. 22 sec.

3 Matana Roberts
liberty, 2015
Mixed media on canvas
218 x 683 cm

4 Matana Roberts
river run thee, 2015
Mixed media on board
20 x 35 cm

5 Matana Roberts
all is written, 2015
Mixed media on board
19 x35 cm

6 Matana Roberts
to feel is to fly, 2015
Mixed media on board
32x30cm

7

10

"

Matana roberts
Untitled, 2014

Mixed media on board
21 x15cm

Matana Roberts
onwards soldier, 2015
Mixed media on canvas
56 x 14 cm

Matana Roberts

always say your name, 2015

Mixed media on board
20x35cm

Matana Roberts

nema, nema, nema, 2015
Mixed media on board
20 x 35 cm

Matana Roberts

dear nina, 2015

Mixed media on paper28
32x46cm

All works: courtesy the artist and Fridman Gallery.



