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July, 1981

Mr. Sirri Altikriti

Iraq Mission to the ®
14 East 79 Street -
New York, NY 10021

Dear Mr. Altikriti:

As an artist concerned with ar
questions, I have made regional plann®
most of the world which organize terrai
to hydrological drainage—not into rivers on
into saltwater bodies, including the salt lakes;
and bays of the world.

Within the art community, I have presented
historical discussions that relate patterns of human
settlement and migration to the physical
framework of saltwater basins. It seems that a
remarkable number of events in history become
explainable when viewed with the basin maps.
Recent events include: the internal fragmentation
of Afghanistan and Iran; the Muslim revolt in -
northern Nigeria; the secessionist efforts of the
Basques, Bretons, Catalonians, Welsh and other
European peoples; the Kosovo uprisings in
Yugoslavia; the resurgence of Great Russian

nationalism, exclusive of other nationalities, within' /

the Soviet Union; the separatism of British
Columbia and the Pacific United States; the claim
for repossession by the Palestinians at least of -
their Dead Sea Basin homeland. A most prominent
example, of course, is the effort of Arab peoples
to form a confederate union around the Arabian
Gulf, an effort rising to a head in 1917 and being
manifested now most plainly in the struggles of
Arabistan.

This content downloaded from 198.40.30.166 on Wed, 24 Sep 2014 14:17:51 PM

- bioY

to Ja

to mee

fossil fuel

into the Guif

managed for di¥

to ecological prod¥
could become a se
‘economic system. But

-~ and resource-extraction p

Basin. The Arabian Gulf is
the peoples on its slopes.

Fortunately, as is true in most”
world, the peoples of the Arabian Gu
generally of one nation. They are genere
Arabian. They share a common culture an
common language.

' Fortungtely too, there is a project of the
United Nations Regional Seas Program drawn up
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