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SUNDOGS: You’re exhibiting paintings of owls that have been mostly painted 
over. Although they bring together diverse styles, the animals function like 
pictograms. Why did you make them disappear behind a wall of paint?

DAVID: I like to demystify them. The symbolism of the bird of wisdom, 
the allegory of good and evil—I want to dismantle these things. I’m trying to 
connect their vacuous faces with simple painterly gestures. It resembles a street 
wall on which someone amateurishly tried to cover over graffiti. To have the 
figurative owls clash with a brutish painterly layer is exciting to me. Some owls 
manage to break out. Others vanish behind the painted surface.

SUNDOGS: Most of the owls are pretty awkward, and they’re not only looking 
at their viewers; they’re also haunting them. Could they be considered self-portraits?

DAVID: No, I’d make a self-portrait confident and handsome. The owls serve as 
empty containers or moldings, and I’m trying to caricature personalities from the 
arts, sports, and the business world. I don’t care about the animal itself; I’m only 
using it as an expression of their characters in general.

SUNDOGS: Why is the exhibition titled Political Paintings?

DAVID: Back in 2009 I made the first owls, but they were never shown. I found 
it amusing to be eyed and surveilled while I was painting. Ten years later, it’s 
the right time to make them public. The goal of the works is to overthrow high 
authorities.
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David Ostrowski 
Kölner Frauen schlagen Alarm (Political Paintings)
2019
Acrylic and lacquer on canvas, wood (framed)
201 × 151 cm

David Ostrowski
Interessante Gespräche (Political Paintings)
2019
Acrylic and lacquer on canvas, wood (framed)
201 × 151 cm 

David Ostrowski
Hatte bereits 5 Beziehungen (Political Paintings)
2009/2019
Acrylic, lacquer and oil on canvas, wood (framed)
201 × 151 cm

David Ostrowski
Good Lock (Political Paintings)
2009/2019
Acrylic, lacquer, oil and paper on canvas, wood 
(framed)
201 × 151 cm 

David Ostrowski
Students of Albert Oehlen (Political Paintings)
2009/2019
Acrylic, lacquer and oil on canvas, wood (framed)
201 × 151 cm 
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