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LABOR-DADA, Marta LXlX Varona¶s firsW solo e[hibiWion aW Embajada, feaWXres neZ and recenW We[Wile
embroideries WhaW e[plore e[isWenWial concerns WhroXgh colorfXl poeWic narraWiYes. The Zorks inYolYe a
cross-sWiWch WechniqXe made in an 8-biW sW\le allXding Wo classic Yideo games and comic sWrips. Made ZiWh
coWWon Whread and Aida cloWh, Varona¶s labor-inWensiYe pracWice emplo\s color as langXage Wo address Whe
hXman condiWion.

FRU LABOR-DADA Varona presenWs film-like panels depicWing characWers and shapes engaged in
conWemplaWiYe ploWs. These are presenWed in conjXncWion ZiWh a groXp of neZ Zorks WhaW more direcWl\
reference PXerWo Rico¶s cXrrenW and recenW socio-poliWical eYenWs. In MaSa, 2021, sWories of proWesWs,
hXrricanes, poliWics, landscape and regeneraWion Xnfold in a masWerfXl manner. In Whree oWher Zorks,
Varona de-consWrXcWs an emblemaWic soXnd and phrase from Whe pXerWorican Wrap singer AnXel, Whe
onomaWopoeia BUUU, an e[pression of cockiness in Whe conWemporar\ pXerWorican slang.

Also on YieZ are a series of draZings WhaW reYeal Whe process Varona emplo\s Wo deYelop her
composiWions in adYance of WranslaWing Whem inWo cross-sWiWch paWWerns. A Wable ZiWh an embroider\ frame
holder sWands engaged in a Zork in progress, emphasi]ing crafW and Whe hand-made.

Maria LXlX Varona (b. 1993, San JXan, PXerWo Rico) liYes and Zorks in San JXan, PXerWo Rico. Varona
learned her embroider\ WechniqXes from her grandmoWher groZing Xp appl\ing iW Wo make Zorks
addressing conWemporar\ condiWions.  She has e[hibiWed Zork aW Bron[ ArW Space, NeZ York (2017)
RoberWo Paradise, San JXan, PXerWo Rico (2017), FlX[Xs FacWor\, Brookl\n, NY (2019), Embajada, San
JXan PXerWo Rico (2020), MACO Feria de arWe, Me[ico CiW\ amongsW oWhers spaces.
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