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LIZ DESCHENES / CHARLOTTE POSENENSKE
curated by Helena Papadopoulos
Opening reception: Saturday 29 September, 8-10pm
Critic and curator Astrid Wege will talk about the work
of the two artists on Saturday 29.9
at 7pm sharp
Exhibition duration: 29.9-12.12.12
LIZ DESCHENES CHARLOTTE POSENENSKE
American German
b.1966, Boston, Massachussets b.1930, Wiesbaden
Camera-less photography Sculpture
Seriality Seriality
Repetition Repetition
Unique Multiples
Variable Variable
Monochromatic Monochromatic
Participative Participative
Produced outside Exhibited outside
Syntactical sequences Syntactical sequences
Materiality Standardization
Hand-made Industrial
Multiple configurations Multiple configurations
Specific objects? Specific objects?
We are particularly pleased to announce an exhibition of works by Liz Deschenes (*1966) and
Charlotte Posenenske (1930-1985). This is the first time their work is shown together.
Deschenes and Posenenske, separated by time and geography, recast questions of form, production,
distribution, ontology, consumption, seeing and displaying. In this constellation, reversals are operating
as points of intersection: uniqueness vs unlimited reproduction, materiality vs technologically produced
objects referencing consumer goods, fragility vs sturdiness. The conversation hits moments of smooth
union in the exploration of the possibilities of abstraction, the creation of space both inside and outside
the work, the continuous engagement with the specific medium (photography and sculpture
respectively), while ever expanding beyond them.
Charlotte Posenenske, one of the few artists in Germany to work within Minimalism in the 1960s,
produced sculptural pictures, mostly monochrome surfaces made of steel and aluminum, sprayed with
weatherproof RAL standard colours. Her critique of commercialism and her re-interpretation of the
role of the artist still resonate as radical. The industrially produced Reliefs are conceived as multi-panel
arrangements that can be re-configured in endless combinations and positions: on the floor, on walls,
high, low, indoors, preferably outdoors, in non-art contexts. Posenenske restricts the display of the
parts only slightly by stipulating 3 conditions, adding effervescence to their playful modularity.
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Liz Deschenes’ self-referential pictures are systematic and poetic explorations of the language and
mechanics of photography. Instead of locking time in permanent forms, her camera-less images take
this medium’s principal connection to the real, to its elemental components. Exposing black and white
photo sensitive paper to the night sky, or color paper to intense daylight she produces semi-reflective
fields, often with mirror-like properties. Liz Deschenes responds to Posenenske’s yellow, red and blue,
convexely folded, concavely canted Reliefs with a series of silver corner pieces and grey graphite
rectangular corners suspended from the gallery walls. The photograms bracket the works around them,
mirroring them via Deschenes’ decision to reference the standardized dimensions of Posenenske’s
aluminum works. The new matte photograms, produced for this exhibition at H 100 cm and W 50 cm
correspond directly to the Reliefs- a double-take, not quite a mirror image, but close, another fold in her
reflection on the art object becoming the actual embodiment of its “subject-matter”.

“But the loveliness of her artworks belies the astringency this
description suggests”. (phrase from Brian Sholis introduction to an
interview with Liz Deschenes, Art in America, March 2012)

Liz Deschenes lives and works in New York. Recent exhibitions include the 2012 Whitney Biennial,
Parcours at the Art Institute of Chicago (2012) that she co-designed and co-curated with Florian
Pumhosl. She has had solo exhibitions at Miguel Abreu Gallery, NY and Sutton Lane, Brussels,
London, Paris while a one person show at the Secession in Vienna is forthcoming (December 2012).
Her work is in many public collections including MoMA - The Museum of Modern Art, New York
The Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota, The Art Institute of Chicago, Hirshhorn Museum and
Sculpture Garden, Washington D.C, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, NY, Corcoran Museum of Art,
Washington D.C., Whitney Museum of American Art, NY, CCS Bard Hessel Museum, Annondale-on-
Hudson, NY. She teaches at Bennington College, Bennigton, Vermont and is a Visiting Artist at
Columbia University, New York.

Charlotte Posenenske’s disillusionment with the art world prompted her decision to stop making art in
1969 and devote herself to the study of sociology. As she wrote in her manifesto, published in Art
International in 1968 It is difficult for me to come to terms with the fact that art can contribute
nothing to solving urgent social problems”. Her work was rediscovered in the 00’s with a solo
exhibition at the Galerie im Taxispalais Innsbruck (2005) curated by Astrid Wege, a presentation at
Between Bridges, an exhibition space ran by Wolfgang Tillmans in London (2007) and the Mehdi
Chouakri Gallery, Berlin (2007). Posenenske’s work was included in Documenta 12, Kassel (2005)
and in the 30th Sao Paulo Biennial (2012). Her work is part of important collections, amongst others,
Centre Pompidou, Paris, Tate Modern London, The Museum of Modern Art, New York, Museum of
Contemporary Art, Chicago.
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Astrid Wege is a curator and critic. Her articles, exhibitions and publications analyze art as a form of
cultural criticism, whether in relation to feminism with her project "Oh boy, it’s a girl!" (1994), gender
and science in "Sex — Facts and Fantasies" (2001-2002) or time and value in "Economies of Time"
(2002-2003). Between 1995 and 1999 she was editor of Texte zur Kunst. Between 2003 and 2006 she
was deputy director of Galerie im Taxispalais, Innsbruck, and, among others, curator of the first
comprehensive retrospective of Charlotte Posenenske. Exhibitions and programmes since then include
“Resonances” (2006/07), “Transforming Memory” (2007) and “Moirés” (2008). Since 2008 she has
been artistic director of the European Kunsthalle, Cologne, including presentations with Dorit
Margreiter, Michel Auder, Janice Kerbel, Julia Scher, Stephen Willats, Yane Calovski, KRIWET,
Miriam Backstrom et.al. The solo exhibition by Melvin Moti, "THE COSMIC COMMUNITY",
realized in cooperation with glasmoog, Cologne, runs through October 2012.

For further information and images please contact Helena Papadopoulos, Andreas Melas or lon
Grevenitis at gallery@melaspapadopoulos or +30 210 3251 881.
Gallery hours are Wednesday to Friday 12-6pm, Saturday 12-4pm or by appointment.

Epikourou 26 & Korinis 4

Athens 10553

T+302103251881
www.melaspapadopoulos.com
gallery@melaspapadopoulos.com



Andreas

Melas
&
Helena
Papadopoulos
AEATIO TYIIOY
LIZ DESCHENES / CHARLOTTE POSENENSKE
Eyxaivia: Zapparto 29 ZentepuPpiov, 8-10up
H wpitikog kot empeintpio Astrid Wege 0o udiioet yio to €pyo tmv
500 KoAMTEY VAV TO ZAPPato 29.9 mpwv Ta eyKaivia
oTLg 7Up aKpmg
Atbpketa €ékBeong: 29.9-12.12.12
LIZ DESCHENES CHARLOTTE POSENENSKE
Auepikavida Meppavida
v.1966, Bootwvn, Macaxouoetng y.1930, Bioymavtev
dwToypadia Xxwpic kduepa FAUTTTIKA
AAANAouxia AAANAouxia
Emavainun EmavaAnun
Movadiko MoAAaTAO
MovoxpwuaTIKO MovoxpwuaTIKO
SUMUETOXIKO SUMUETOXIKO
Mapdyetal £Ew EktifeTal ¢éEw
SUVTOKTIKEG akoAouBieg SUVTOKTIKEG aKoAouBieg
MaTiépa TutoTtoinon
Xelpormointo Blounxaviko
MoAAam\oi oxnuatiopol MoAAarm\oi oxnuatiopol
Specific objects; Specific objects;
Me 181aitepn yopd ovakowvavovpe v dwAn €kBeon Liz Deschenes / Charlotte Posenenske. Eivar 1
TPOTN Popa deBvmg Tov £pya TV V0 KaAAMTEXVOV Tapovstdloviot pali.
H Deschenes (*¥*1966) kot 1 Posenenske (1930-1985) mov ympilovratl amd 10 ¥povo kal T yeoypapia,
AVOSLOTUTIOVOLY EPOTNUATA GOPLOC, TOPAYDYNG, OLVOUNG, OVTOAOYING, KATOVIA®ONG, Opacng Kot
duatoéng. Méoa og avTOV TOV 00TEPIOUD, Ol AVTIOEGELG AELITOVPYOVV MG ONUElD TOUNG: HOVAdIKOTNTA
o€ avtifeon He omEPLOPIOTN OVATAPAY®OYT, HATIEPA OE avTIOEON E TEXVOAOYIKA KOTUGKEVAGUEVA
QVTIKEILEVO, TOV OVOQEPOVTIOL GE  KOTAVOAMTIKA 7mpoldvia, gubpavototnto o€ avtibeon pe
aviektikdmta. O Oudhoyoc odnyel o€ oTiypéc ovepmddog TavTIoNng oty £Eepedvnon TV
duvatottov g aeaipeons, oty dnuovpyic x®pov 1660 péca 060 Kot £ amd To £€pyo, OTNV
GLVEYN EUTMAOKT LE TO OULYKEKPLUEVO LEGO (QOTOYPOGiO KOl YALTTIKY, OVTIOTOLXO), TOL GLVEYDG
EMEKTEIVETOL TTEPQL OO AVTAL.
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H Charlotte Posenenske, amd tovg Alyovg koAhtéyves omn I'eppovio mov aoyondnkoav pé tov
pwvipoAopd otn dexoetio Tov 1960, mapryoye YALTTIKEG EKOVES, KUPIMG LOVOYPOLES EMPAVELEG AT
¥OAvPo Ko aAovpivio, yekaopéveg pe avBektiky pmoyld yud eotepwd ydpo oe standard RAL
xpopate. H kptTikn| g amévavit 6TV EUTOPEVLLOTONONCN KoL 1] ETAVEPUNVELD TNG, TOV POAOL TOV
KOAMTEXVY, ovInyovv upeypt onuepo ¢ poomactikés tomobetnoels. Toa  Propmyovikd
KATOOKEVAGUEVO Reliefs oyedldotnKov ®G GUVOLUGHOG TOALOTAMY TOVEL TA OmMOio. UTOPOLV VO
TOPOVGLOGTOVV GE ATEAEIDMTOVG GLVIVAGHOVG KOl BECELS: GTO TATOUA, GTOVG TOLYOVS, YNAA, XOUNAL,
G€ KAELOTOVG YDPOVG, KATA TPOTIUNGON 08 EEMTEPIKOVG YDPOVS, GE UN-KAAMTEXVIKA TEPPAAAOVTOL.

H Posenenske meplopiler povo ehoopd v éxbeon t@v empépovg koppotidv opiloviog 3
npobnobioelg, Tpocbitovrag £t pia aKOUA TTVYN GTNY GTOVOVAOTNTA TOVG.

Ot avtoavogopikég gwoves g Liz Deschenes givor cvotnpaticég Kot momtikég eEepeVVGELG TNG
YADGGOG KOL TNG UNYOVIKNG TG QaOTOYpaping. Avii vo KAEWD®OVEL TOV XpOVO GE HOVILEG LOPQEG, OL
Xopilc-Kapepo edveg NG 0dnyohv TV KOPLe GUVOEST CLTOL TOL HECOV HE TO TPUYHOTIKO, OTO
oToXEWMON cvoToTKG Tov. ExBétovtag aompopavpo pmto-gvaicOnto xapti oto voytepvd ovpavod, 1
EYYPOLO YOpTi GTO £VIOVO QMG TNG NUEPAS, TOPAYEL NUL-OVOKAACTIKE Tedio pe 110TNTEG KOOPEPTY.
H Liz Deschenes avtomokpivetatl oto Kitptva, KOKKIVO Kot UTAE, KUPTH SITAMUEVE, KOIAO KEKAMUEVA
Reliefs tnc Posenenske e pa celpd amd aonpévia épya yoviog Kot yKpt ypagirévieg opbéc yovieg mov
Kpépovtalr omd Tovg Toiyouvg TG ykoiepl. Ta @wrtoypduppota opilovv o épya YOp® TOVLC,
avtikatontpilovtdg to péoa omd v omdpacn g Deschenes va avoaeepBel otic Tvmomompéveg
dotdoelg Tov adovpvivioy épyov g Posenenske. Ta véd QOTOYPAULOTO, TOV KOTAGKEVAGTKOY
vy avtv Vv ékBeon o€ daotdcelg Y 100 cm ko IT 50 cm, avtiotoyolv dueca ota Reliefs: éva
double-take, oyt axpiBdc évo gidwlo pio akdun TTVYY GTOV TPOPANUATIGHO TNG OYETIKA LE TO TAOG TO
AVTIKEIPEVO TG TEYVNG YIVETOL 1] TPAYUOTIKY EVEAPKMGT TOV "avTIKEEVOL" TG,

"AAAG N ouopPLa TV EPYWV THG, JLOWEDIEL TH CTURTIKOTHTA OV OVTH 1 TEPLYpopn mpoteivel”. (ppdon
omo v eroaywyn tov Brian Sholis oe ovvévtenén ue v Liz Deschenes oto meprodixo_Art in America
Mapriog 2012)

H Liz Deschenes (et kan epydleton ot Néa Yopkn. [Ipocpatec ekBéoeig g mepihapfavovv- Whitney
Biennial 2012, Parcours oto Art Institute tov Xwkdyo (2012) mov cuv-cyedioce Kot GuV-empeAnOnke
pe tov Florian Plumhdésl. Atopukn ékbeon g €xet mpoypappatiotei oto Secession otn Biévvn yid tov
Agcéufpilo tov 2012. H dovAeld g Ppicketal oe onpavtikég OMuocieg cLAAOYEG OTwG 610 MOMA -
To Movoeio Movtépvag Téyvng, Néa Yopkn, The Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota, The
Art Institute of Chicago, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Ovdotyktov, to Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Néo Yopkmn, Corcoran Museum of Art, Washington DC, Whitney Museum of
American Art, Néo Yopkn, CCS Bard Hessel Movceio, Annondale-on-Hudson, Néa Y opkn. Addoket
o710 Bennington College, Bennigton, Vermont kot 6to Columbia Univeristy, Néa Yopkn.

H omoyontevon g Charlotte Posenenske pe tov x6Gpo g t€)vng v ®Once oty and@aorn vo
OTOUOTACEL VO KAVEL TEXVN Kot va aglepmbel otn peAétn g kowwviohoyiog. Onwg €ypaye oto
HOVIPESTO NG, OV dNUOc1eVdnKe 610 TePlodikd Art International to 1968: «Eival duckoAo yio péva
va cupPifoctd pe Tto yEYOvOg OTL M TéXVn Oev pmopeil va ovufdrdel oty emilvon enerydviov
KowaVvikov tpofinudtav". H dovield g Eavo-avakaidednke v dekaetio. Tov 00 pe pio aTopkn
éxbeon oty Galerie im Taxispalais Tvoumpovk (2005) oe empéreln g Astrid Wege, kabdg kot og
mapovoidoelg o 2007 otov exbeoiaxd ydpo tov Wolfgang Tillmans Between Bridges 6to Aovdivo,
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kot otV ykaAepi Mehdi Chouakri, BepoAivo. Eiyxe copnepiingbei otnv Documenta 12 oto Kassel kot
omv @etvp Mmevdie tov Sao Paulo. ‘Egya g Polorovton og onpavuxés ouhhoyés, petatl
aMwv oto Centre Pompidou, ITagiot, Tate Modern, Aovdivo, The Museum of Modern Art, Néa
Y 60un, Museum of Contemporary Art, Zixdyo, Daimler Chrysler, BegoAivo.

H Astrid Wege sivar empelqtplo kon kpitikdc. Ta dpBpa, o1 exBécelg kat o1 ekdOGELG TG avaAHovY
NV TV ©OG LOPPN TOATIGHIKNG KPITIKNG, EITE G€ oY€om HE TO PePVIGHO pe To project tng «Oh boy,
it’s a girl!" (1994), pe 10 Ao ko v emoTiun oto "Sex - Vom Wissen und Wiinschens" (2001-2002)
7 pe tov xpdvo kot v ofio oto "Okonomien der Zeit" (2002-2003). Meta&d tov 1995 Kot tov 1999
Nrtav cvvtaktpio Tov Texte zur Kunst. Meta&d tov 2003 kat tov 2006 ftav avaminpdtpio dtevddvipia
g Galerie im Taxispalais, Tvoumpovk, kat, peta&d GAAOV, ETYEANTPLO TNG TPAOTNG OAOKANPOUEVNS
avadpopkng ¢ Charlotte Posenenske. Exk0écelg kot mpoypdppote €ktote mepthappavouvv
"Resonances”, "Transforming Memory” (2007) kot “Moirés” (2008). Ao to 2008 givar kaAlTe)VIKOG
dtevbuvtig g European Kunsthalle, KoAwvia, 6mov €yel mapovoidost tovg Dorit Margreiter, Michel
Auder, Janice Kerbel, Julia Scher, Stephen Willats, Yane Calovski, KRIWET, Miriam Béckstrom «.a.
H oc6lo éxBeon Melvin Moti, "THE COSMIC COMMUNITY", ce cvvepyacio pe 1o glasmoog,
Kohovia, Tpéyetl péxpt tov OktdPplo Tov 2012.

Mo meplocoTepeg mANpoeopieg kol QoTOYpAPieG TOPAKOA® emiKowvwviote pHe v EAeva
[Momadomoviov, tov Avdpéa Meld N tov ‘lav I'pefevitn oto gallery@melaspapadopoulos.com 1 cto
+30 210 3251 881.
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