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Kayu’s  Lucie  Fontaine Branch in  Bali  in  col laborat ion with  Project  Etere  [PE] 
is  pleased to  present  i ts  twelf th  project ,  “Domestic i ty  VIII ,”  an ar t is t ic  
in tervention by Terence Gower on the f i rs t  prototype by PE in  Bali .  This  
project  is  the  e ighth i terat ion of  a  ser ies  of  exhibi t ions previously  presented in  
Prague,  Stockholm, Miami,  New York and Bali ,  which deal  with  the 
re la t ionship –  or  lack thereof  –  between contemporary ar t  and domest ic  spaces;  
i t  a lso  inaugurates  the f i rs t  of  a  ser ies  of  col laborat ions between Kayu and PE,  
which consis ts  of  a  ser ies  of  s i te-specif ic  exhibi t ions on the theme of  the  
domest ic ,  which invest igates  i ts  connect ion to  the not ion of  in t imacy but  a lso  
as  a  dynamic f ie ld  for  social  and col lect ive changes.  
 
PE is  an experimental  and col laborat ive archi tectural  project  that  a t tempts  a t  
synthesizing and connect ing the seemingly disparate  realms of  real  es ta te  
development ,  social  impact  and contemporary ar t .  PE aims at  connect ing 
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archi tecture ,  design,  ar t  and economy, shaping the environment  with  an ethical  
and sustainable  approach and to  formulate  an al ternat ive archi tectural  
development  model  that  is  informed by the careful  observat ion of  a  specif ic  
urban fabric  and i ts  re la t ionship with  the social  and cul tural  context  that  exis ts  
within  i t .  The main idea of  PE is  essent ia l ly  to  select  an abandoned,  unfinished 
or  “dormant”  bui lding in  Bali ,  which suffers  f rom real  es ta te  speculat ions.  
After  mapping and scouting for  potent ia l  project  locat ions,  PE ident if ies  one of  
these “dormant  bui ldings,”  with  the  a im of  rent ing the property  from i ts  
Bal inese owners  in  order  to  develop the exis t ing s tructure  fol lowing the 
pr inciples  of  susta inabi l i ty ,  social  impact  and craf tsmanship,  creat ing a  new 
f low of  e thical ly  and mutual ly  benefic ia l  economy – a  “win-win” s i tuat ion.  In  
this  regard,  the  pursui t  of  the  ideals  of  a  “win-win economy” is  dr iven by a  
s incere  impulse  to  res is t  profi t  maximizat ion s tra tegies  as  a  project  operat ing in  
the f ie ld  of  real  es ta te  development;  such impulse  pr ior i t izes  the socio-cul tural  
effects  of  a  completed property  ra ther  than i ts  overal l  monetary success .  
 
The contractual  control  of  each property  wil l  depend on the f inancial  
investments  required by PE to  design,  bui ld  and increase the monetary value of  
the property  for  a  contractual  durat ion suff ic ient  for  a  “return on investment”  
and moderate  income.  Following the complet ion of  the  aforementioned 
contractual  agreement ,  the  project  wil l  be  re turned to  the owner’s  family  as  a  
ful ly  funct ional  and rentable  property ,  which wil l  a l low them to  benefi t  f rom a 
long-term debt  of  passive income.  
 
For  the  f i rs t  project ,  PE has  ident if ied a  property  in Penestanan,  which is  par t  
of  Ubud.  The property  exis ts  on the second f loor  of  a  pre-exis t ing garage and 
room used for  the  creat ion of  Bal inese re l igious offer ings and for  the  act ivi t ies  
of  the  family  that  owns the property .  The second f loor ,  rented by PE,  was in  an 
unfinished s ta te ;  i t  consis ted of  four  columns and a  Balinese-s tyle  roof .  The 
business  plan was chosen by PE team in  harmony with  the main economy of  the  
area in  which the property  is  located;  in  fact  Penestanan is  one of  the  most  
touris t ic  areas  of  Ubud whose main economy is  based on business  hospi ta l i ty .  
 
Fol lowing such premises ,  Kayu invi ted Canadian ar t is t  Terence Gower to  work 
in  tandem with  PE.  Following col laborat ive thinking,  the  ar t is t  decides  to  
intervene direct ly  in  the construct ion of  the property ,  designing the balcony 
rai l ing,  the  handrai l  of  the  spiral  s ta ircase and the main gate .  All  the  visual  
e lements  of  these interventions  –  made of  metal  and hand-welded by Balinese 
ar t isans –  are  based on data  re la ted to  tourism in  Bali ;  guests  s taying at  the  
house wil l  be  able  to  see  the increase in  touris t  f low on the is land ref lected in  
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the  posi t ioning of  the balustrades and in  the graph of  a  curve insta l led in  the 
balcony rai l ing.  
 
The aforementioned graph s tar ts  in  the year  1975 and ends in  the year  2025.  
The graph of  the  f inal  5  years ,  f rom 2020 t i l l  2025,  wil l  be  insta l led at  the  end 
of  2025 in  accordance to  the development  of  tourism in  the area.  In  addit ion to  
that ,  Gower has  drawn the ini t ia ls  of  th is  f i rs t  i terat ion “PE1” (which s tands for  
“Project  Etere  #1”)  on the gate  of  the premises .  
 
The exhibi t ion also features  three Gower’s  sketches insta l led within  the Project  
Etere  property .  They are  s tudies  for  his  in tervention at  the  property .  
 
Terence Gower’s  works are  manifesta t ions of  the dialogue between ar t  and 
archi tecture;  based on invest igat ions of  present  and his tor ical  junct ions 
between moderni ty ,  abstract ion and ident i ty ,  Gower’s  projects  quest ion the 
nature  of  bui ldings and their  meaning,  beyond their  funct ion,  with  a  focus on 
and how “unrepresentat ive forms” –  such as  balconies ,  windows,  roofs  –  can 
convey a  message.  Over  the  past  decade,  Gower’s  pract ice has  been devoted to  
a  cr i t ical  re interpretat ion of  Modernism and i ts  u topian bent .  His  desire  to  
reexamine the not ion of  progress  –  a  term corrupted by the excesses  of  
technological  advancement  –  fueled his  research on Postwar Archi tecture and 
led to  creat ion of  an archive featur ing past  models  that  may s t i l l  be  re levant  
today.   
 
The intervention is  vis ible  by vis i t ing the premises by appointment  only.  For  
more information,  contact  Lucie  Fontaine’s  employee in  Bal i  
kayu@luciefontaine.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image:  Render ing  o f  Pro jec t  E tere  #1 ,  showing  Terence  Gower’s  in te rven t ion  fo r  
“Domes t i c i t y  V I I I ,”  Pro jec t  E tere ’ s  co l labora t ion  w i th  Kayu  Luc ie  Fon ta ine ,  Ba l i .   
Cour te sy  o f  the  ar t i s t ,  Pro jec t  E tere  and  Kayu  Luc ie  Fon ta ine ,  Ba l i .  


