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TICK TACK is pleased to announce Vanity, a solo exhibition by 
Chris Drange. 

Inspired by Old Masters and invited for a show in Antwerpen, 
home of Baroque and Rubens, Drange is showing new works with 
strong reference to early modern age painting & symbolism.

Chris Drange (Köthen, 1983) is a German contemporary artist 
who specializes in post-digital portraits and realistic oil painting 
artworks. In his work he explores self-expression and the mood 
and style of social media culture in a traditional oil painting fashion. 
His work is based on giving the digital world a reality, by combining 
the fleetingness of social media with renaissance grandeur.

Drange’s work has been featured in several exhibitions and 
magazines including Museum der bildende Künste, Leipzig; 
Museum für moderne Kunst, Bremen; König Galerie, Berlin; 
Kunstforum International, Numéro Berlin.

VANITY is the artist’s first solo exhibition in Belgium.
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VANITY
16.07–28.08.2021
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Selfies are now part of life like breakfast. Everyone makes and sends 
selfies, camera rolls and family chats are full of them, but they are 
as little socially accepted as smoking in closed rooms. You feel 
bothered by it, by people who take and post selfies, because it’s 
a sign of vanity and self-expression. The profiles of influencers on 
Instagram show the same selfies with repetitive poses and facial 
expressions: pouty lips, big eyes, innocent look. Cute and sexy, that’s 
how young women all over the world present themselves and attract 
followers. Likes and followers are social capital that is converted into 
financial capital through advertising deals. Selfies empower women 
and at the same time turn them into objects of desire. 

Chris Drange, concept artist and student of Anselm Reyle, 
appropriates selfies from well-known influencers and transforms 
them into classic oil paintings. He doesn’t paint himself, he lets paint, 
a manufacturer in China: portraits, one of the most traditional genres 
in the history of art, he remixes with emojis, a revolutionary addition 
to the written language in the digital modern age. Emojis and selfies 
are means of communication that are used like language to convey 
feelings and to provide a status update. They are quick and fleeting, 
whereas painting on canvas seems to be made to last. 

With his works, Drange literally turns the idols of the smartphone 
generation into icons by snatching their selfies from the stream of 
images and placing them in a context that demands attention. Instead 
of fast scrolling, he calls for contemplation, which is missing on social 
media because the next selfie is always waiting. Kylie Jenner, the 
23-year-old influencer from the Kardashian clan, made her fortune by 
selling cosmetics. “It’s the power of social media.” This is how Jenner 
explains her success, because she herself promotes her products on 
Instagram. Young women become entrepreneurs and brands, they 
advertise what brings in advertising money, be it luxury items or detox 
tea. “In the past, worshiping relics promised healing. Today, however, 
we no longer have healing problems, but rather validity problems,” 
says Drange. 

Drange understands his works as allegories of youth and beauty, 
but also of transience. At the beginning of the 15th century, it was 
suddenly not only saints and kings who were worthy of a picture, 
but normal citizens who could afford commissioning artists to paint 
their portraits. Even then, a portrait had to fit the image and fulfill the 
wish to make the person that is being portrayed look better than in 
real life. A portrait ensured presence and duration, the person being 
portrayed was supposed to live on after death. While Richard Prince 
uses the selfies taken by influencers for his own purposes, Drange 
exaggerates them in the medium of painting. And all of this without  
an order.  

Text by Anika Meier

Exhibition text
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Artworks

ARIANA 1.490.423 LIKES, 2017
ink jet print, powder coated aluminium, glass, cardboard, wood

54×40×4,5 cm
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Artworks

KYLIE 2.249.525 LIKES, 2017
ink jet print, powder coated aluminium, glass, cardboard, wood

54×40×4,5 cm



5

Mechelsesteenweg 247, 2018 Antwerpen info@ticktack.be www.ticktack.be +32 499 10 79 57

Chris Drange
VANITY
17.07–28.08.2021

Artworks

Kendall With Candle, (circle), 2021
oil on canvas

130×130×4,5 cm
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Artworks

Gigi, Bella & Skull, 2021
oil on canvas

200×200×4,5 cm
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Artworks

MILEY 210.310 LIKES, 2017
ink jet print, powder coated aluminium, glass, cardboard, wood

54×40×4,5 cm
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Artworks

KENDALL 2.061.294 LIKES, 2017
ink jet print, powder coated aluminium, glass, cardboard, wood

54×40×4,5 cm
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Artworks

Kendall With Sad Roses, 2020
oil on canvas

114×90×4,5 cm
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Artworks

Butterfly, 2021
oil on canvas

220×190×4,5 cm
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Artworks

Helen With Artist Palettes, 2021
oil on canvas

160×125×4,5 cm
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Artworks

KIM 938.360 LIKES, 2017
ink jet print, powder coated aluminium, glass, cardboard, wood

54×40×4,5 cm
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Installation views
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Colophon

Contact:
www.ticktack.be
info@ticktack.be
+32 499 10 79 57
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