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In The Happy Deppy Ecstasy Institute, Zuzanna Czebatul (born 1986 in
Miedzyrzecz, Poland) poses questions about power, its symbolic embodiment, and
how power relations structure our social reality. For Kunstpalais Erlangen, the Berlin-
based sculptor not only produces new sculptures, but also creates an extensive
artistic spatial program that can be read as a parody of real-life end-time spectacles.
Mighty gas pipelines, man-sized towers made of body armor, or a pirated copy of a
part of the Louvre facade reflect Czebatul's fascination with geopolitical themes and
monolithic forms. In her exhibition the overlapping discourses on claims to power
and claims of interpretations resemble a signature of our time.

For all their aesthetic force, Czebatul's works are primarily concerned with aspects of
our mode of production and life that are readily repressed. Against the horizon of
current political, economic, and ecological crises, she draws on the strategies of a
polyphonic, emancipatory counterculture, without succumbing to the temptation of
moral finality. In times when the statues of colonizers are being razed and imperial
castles are being reconstructed at the same time, her works represent witty anti-
monuments — memorials to an ideology-free society yet to be built.

The exhibition is curated by Malte Lin-Kroger.



