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CarrerasMugica	is	pleased	to	present,	from	25	September	through	7	December,	an	
exhibition	dedicated	to	Eduardo	Chillida	called	Gravitaciones	in	the	gallery’s	Studio	
showcasing	 nine	works	 from	 this	 series	 the	 artist	 completed	 between	 1985	 and	
1995.	
	
Chillida’s	 success	 is	 owing	 to	 the	material	 wealth	 of	 his	 practice,	 his	 breadth	 of	
vision	 and	 his	 constant	 innovativeness,	 which	 took	 him	 on	 an	 endless	 quest	 in	
search	 of	 new	 aesthetic	 lines	 yet	 without	 ever	 losing	 internal	 coherence.	 This	
wealth	 is	 largely	 owing	 to	 his	 fearlessness	 in	 taking	 on	 new	 challenges	 with	
different	 materials,	 ranging	 from	 plaster,	 alabaster,	 iron,	 steel,	 stone,	 concrete,	
wood,	 marble,	 terracotta,	 paper....	 Chillida	 never	 looked	 on	 materials	 as	 a	 mere	
support	but	instead	as	active	agents	with	which	to	strike	up	a	dialogue	and,	in	turn,	
to	jointly	generate	surprising	new	works,	highly	distinct	to	those	created	on	other	
supports.	
	
This	 exhibition	 focuses	 on	 Chillida’s	 work	 on	 paper	 and,	 more	 specifically,	 the	
gravitations	which	 the	artist	 started	working	on	 in	1985.	Reminiscent	of	 collage,	
yet	without	the	use	of	any	kind	of	adhesive,	they	consist	in	superimposed	layers	of	
paper,	 previously	worked	 by	 the	 artist	with	 cuttings,	 ink	 or	 indeed	without	 any	
intervention,	 sewn	 together	 with	 string	 along	 one	 edge,	 from	 which	 they	 hang	
(gravitating)	while	the	other	end	is	left	loose	to	create	a	volumetric	sculpture-like	
effect.	
	
In	Chillida’s	own	words:	 “It	came	about	unexpectedly,	one	day	as	I	was	working	as	
usual.	 I	never	 liked	using	glue.	 Sticking	paper	 together	never	 stuck	me	as	 the	 ideal	
solution,	but	it	had	never	occurred	to	me	before	that	there	were	many	other	options.	I	
suddenly	thought:	“instead	of	sticking	these	two	pieces	of	paper	with	glue,	why	don’t	I	
join	them	some	other	way,	sewing	them	with	string	or	whatever?”	I	started	to	think	
about	it	and,	of	course,	almost	immediately	to	carry	out	tests.	What’s	more,	I	realized	
the	consequences.	The	place	where	the	glue	used	to	be	before	was	now	occupied	by	
empty	space.	How	could	you	even	compare	glue	with	space!	It	was	crazy.	What	you	
stood	to	gain	was	incredible”.	
	
Eduardo	Chillida	(San	Sebastián,	1924-2002)	is	one	of	the	most	influential	Spanish	
artists	 of	 the	 second	 half	 of	 the	 twentieth	 century	 and	 unquestionably	 the	most	
renowned	 sculptors	 from	 that	 period.	 His	 output	 transcends	 the	 boundaries	 of	
Spain	and	his	work	is	to	be	found	in	the	collections	of	major	museums	worldwide.	
Throughout	 his	 career,	 his	 work	 was	 exhibited	 at	 some	 of	 the	 world’s	 most	
prestigious	galleries	and	institutions.	
	
This	 exhibition	 was	 organized	 in	 conjunction	 with	 Galería	 Guillermo	 de	 Osma,	
Madrid,	 and	 Fundación	 Chillida	 Leku.	 A	 catalogue	 including	 reproductions	 of	 all	
the	works	will	be	published	to	coincide	with	the	exhibition.	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
Image:		
Untitled,	1989	
Paper,	ink	and	string	
62,5	x	103	cm					
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