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P r e s s  R e l e a s e

Trans i t ion-knob

Those who are  fami l ia r  w i th  Mon ika  St r i cker ’s  p rac t ice 
are  aware  o f  the  male  c ro tch  as  a  recur r ing  sub jec t  in 
her  pa in t ings .  But  i t  i s  the  scro tum,  no t  the  pen is ,  tha t 
l ies  a t  the  cent re .  Un l ike  the  pen is ,  the  so f t ,  wobb ly 
sc ro tum does no t  connote  pha l l i c  po tency.  Punch ing  i t 
i s  synonymous w i th  pa in .  The fac t  tha t  i t  shou ld  ac tua l l y 
be  res t ing  ins ide  the  body,  makes i t  the  most  vu lnerab le 
o rgan.  Because the  tempera ture  there  is  too  h igh  fo r 
the  sperm,  i t  hangs  ou ts ide .  Th is  focus  on  vu lnerab i l i t y 
i s  c ruc ia l .  I t  i s  the  femin is t  perspec t ive .  S imi la r ly  to  the 
female  sex  organ,  se l f -observa t ion  w i thout  a  mi r ro r  i s 
imposs ib le  when i t  comes to  the  tes t i c les . 

We are  a l l  heav i l y  in f luenced by  nar ra t i ves  tha t  compel 
us  to  de f ine  mascu l ine  and femin ine .  They  t r igger 
fee l ings  f rom d isappo in tment  to  des i re ,  o r  a  lus t  fo r 
revenge.  In  Mon ika ’s  pa in t ings ,  the  dua l  jux tapos i t ion  is 
d isso lved,  and ye t  these fee l ings  are  ne i ther  concea led 
nor  appeased. 

Her  own fasc ina t ion  is  c lear ly  percept ib le  in  a l l  o f  the 
repet i t ions  and var ia t ions .  I t  makes  you wonder  what 
k ind  o f  fasc ina t ion  i t  i s  when gen i ta ls  a re  assoc ia ted 
wi th  b i rds  and n ipp les  rep lace  the  pen is .  In  par t ,  her 
pa in t ings  resemble  academic  nude s tud ies ,  they  are 
ske tch- l i ke ,  and ye t  care fu l l y  observed.  Her  pa in t ing 
is  ten ta t i ve .  She adds  brushs t roke  upon brushs t roke , 
overwr i t ing ,  cor rec t ing .  Tenta t ive  is  no t  the  same as 
hes i tan t .  Swi f t  ges tures  a lso  break  ou t  to  f i l l  en t i re  par ts 
o f  the  pa in t ing .  She is  a  scu lp to r  too ,  and I  recogn ise 
fo rmat ions  in  her  pa in t ings  tha t  a re  s imi la r  to  those 
seen in  her  p las te r  and c lay  scu lp tu res .  The methods  o f 
work ing  bear  w i tness  to  the  sensua l  t rac ing  o f  the  fo rms 
of  the  mot i fs ,  thereby  es tab l i sh ing  an  in t imacy.  Th is 
c loseness  can be  bo th  tender  and aggress ive .

I  am aware  tha t  i t  i s  r i sky  to  unquest ion ing ly  ascr ibe 
such connectedness  w i th  the  ob jec t  to  p ic to r ia l 
fo rmula t ion .  In  one o f  the  s to r ies  in  Max L iebermann ’s 
book  ‘D ie  Phantas ie  in  der  Ma lere i ’ ( Imag ina t ion  in 
Pa in t ing) ,  a  young pa in te r  asks  the  teacher  whether  one 
has  to  have fa i th  in  o rder  to  pa in t  the  Mother  o f  God,  to 
wh ich  the  teacher  rep l ies  tha t  i t  i s  more  impor tan t  to  fee l 
joy  when pa in t ing .  Whi le  contempla t ing  the  re la t ionsh ip 
be tween pa in te r  and mot i f ,  a  p ic tu re  sudden ly  comes 
to  my mind:  Franc isco  de  Goya ’s  ‘Sa turn  Devour ing 
H is  Son ’ .  Am I  mak ing  th is  compar ison  now because 
Mon ika ’s  p ic tu res  inev i tab ly  resonate  w i th  a  cer ta in 
f ie rceness? When I  look  a t  Goya ’s  pa in t ing ,  I  am unab le 
to  th ink  o f  h im be ing  de tached and cont ro l led .  Every th ing 
in  h is  pa in t ing  expresses  the  devot iona l  imag ina t ion 
o f  what  i s  dep ic ted ,  so  tha t  when I  look  a t  i t ,  I  can 
even fee l  the  tempera ture  and the  tex tu re  o f  the  smal l 
f ragmented (b i t ten)  body  a t  the  cent re  o f  the  pa in t ing . 
Fear  and d isgus t .  L iebermann ’s  teacher,  converse ly, 
does  no t  demand s ta rk  ob jec t iv i t y,  bu t  a  cer ta in  d is tance 
f rom the  mot i f .  Maybe because he  th inks  tha t  love , 
l i ke  ha te ,  p roverb ia l l y  b l inds  you;  tha t  emot ions  c loud 
percept ion . 

Mon ika  St r i cker ’s  express ions  br ing  to  l i fe  her  p rob ings 
in to  c loseness  and d is tance.  She presents  pa in t ings 
as  per fo rmances o f  a  t rans fer.  She ques t ions  how 
precar ious  th is  i s  and how much the  f rag i le  t ransgress ion 
can exh ib i t  i t s  own vu lnerab i l i t y.  The se t t ing  and 
pro tagon is t  o f  th is  per fo rmance is  the  human gen i ta l , 
whereby  s tab le  a t t r ibu t ions  d isso lve  due to  gender 
markers  mix ing  and b lend ing  in to  one another.  The 
pa in t ings  revo lve  around the i r  cen t re .  Ins tead o f 
emerg ing  ever  more  c lear ly  and d is t inc t l y  th rough the 
enc i rc l ing ,  each image t ransp i res  as  a  fu r ther  des tab i l i -
sat ion  o f  the  sub jec t .

The pro t rud ing  organ,  wh ich ,  as  descr ibed above, 
expresses  someth ing  in te rna l ,  i s  more  than a  p ic to r ia l 
ob jec t .  I t  p roves  to  be  a  synecdoche fo r  the  r i sky 
t rans i t ion  be tween ou ts ide  and ins ide ,  a  t rans fer  in  bo th 
d i rec t ions .

Tex t  by  Tob ias  Hantmann
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H R  I m a g e : 
ht tps: / /www.dropbox.com/sh/xeyodm7s78sbhi2/AAD88_WgKPyhc1SZnHk_blk9a?dl=0



4  r u e  d u  m a r c h é  a u x  p o r c s
1 0 0 0  b r u s s e l s
t  + 3 2  2  2 1 7  7 4  0 0
w w w.  d e p e n d a n c e . b e
i n f o @ d e p e n d a n c e . b e

M o n i k a  S t r i c k e r
A n a t o m i c  B o t t l e n e c k
2 0 2 1
c e r a m i c s
1 8  x  7 0  x  2 0  c m
7 , 0 9  x  2 7 , 5 6  x  7 , 8 7  i n
D E P - M S - 0 0 1 2
p r i c e :  6 . 0 0 0 , 0 0  E U R  ( e x c l .  VAT )

H R  I m a g e : 
ht tps: / /www.dropbox.com/sh/xeyodm7s78sbhi2/AAD88_WgKPyhc1SZnHk_blk9a?dl=0


