
FLAVIU CACOVEANU 

LAZERPRESENT 

Opening January 28 from 18h – 20h,  
36 rue d’Enghien, 75010 Paris  

Parliament is pleased to present the eighth exhibition of its programming, Lazerpresent, by 
Romanian artist Flaviu Cacoveanu, from January 28 to March 19, 2022.  

Flaviu Cacoveanu offers a poetic puzzle for his first solo exhibition in France at the 
Parliament Gallery. Calling himself a "Con & Temporary" artist, Cacoveanu plays on the 
English word contemporary. The "con" thus refers to all the terms beginning with this 
syllable, including, in the first place, conceptual and contextual. “Temporary" refers to the 
notions of the temporary and the ephemeral that are essential to the development and 
understanding of his work. In this way, he mixes the seriousness of 1960s conceptual art 
with the humour of wordplay.  

Although the origins of conceptual art can be traced back to Marcel Duchamp's ready-
mades, it was given its due by Harald Szeemann's famous exhibition "When attitudes 
become form: live in your head" in 1969. Cacoveanu's "attitudes" are very similar: the 
gesture takes precedence over the object or the sculptures live without pedestals. However, 
the era has fundamentally changed and so has the very idea of "conceptual art". How can 
we envision this temporal parallel in the age of digital art? Digital and tangible realities 
coexist, in a way erasing the possibility of a return of the conceptual. So, how can we reinvest 
our capacity to think and escape from the constant barrage of information and data? How 
can we re-enchant the everyday? The works in the gallery bring poetry back to the ordinary 
through simple gestures or minimal displacements; by shifting reality, they encourage us to 
reconsider our way of looking. The effervescence of our physical and digital lives no longer 
leaves any moments of rest or magic. Cacoveanu recreates these moments that we no 
longer see in our daily lives.   

The exhibition is constructed in situ and develops particular links between the works. It exists 
as an assemblage that reveals a more global purpose that is not initially conscious. 
Everything is spontaneous and alive. Cacoveanu tries to escape from what might be 
considered the "mortifying" character of art. For him, there is no question of accumulating, 
of keeping for eternity: the work has a life and questions the very fact of being an artist. He 
borrows the title of his exhibition from the title of a song by DJ Ricardo Villalobos, 
Lazer@Present. Like the musician, he seeks simplicity and pragmatism. The work must be 
immediate and satisfy essential needs; Cacoveanu's poetry remains in this interstice: a 
gracefulness of a suspended moment that nevertheless wakes us up.  
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FLAVIU CACOVEANU

LAZERPRESENT

1. Untitled (rain), 2019, plastic bottle, water, plastic chair, variable dimensions 

2. Ritual with citrus fruit, 2019 – 2022, lemons, limes, variable dimensions 

3. Untitled (60% water), 2019, C-print photograph, 81 x 58 cm 

4. Red planet, 2018, looping video on TV screen, 56 seconds, with sound

5. Sad a, happy a, 2018, 2 neons, transformers, electrical cables, 27 x 60 x 5 cm each

6. NEWS, 2022, silk-screen on paper bags, edition of 100, 42 x 32 cm each

7. Untitled, 2019-2022, installation with 2 projectors, 1 TV screen, electrical cables, selection of 

looping videos

8. Fly on Moon, 2019, UV print on plexiglas, 150 x 80 cm 
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