
Thisdancethatyouseemedancingnowonthescreens-andthatIdancedatGeneraliinVienna
onemonthago-IfirstdanceditoneyearagoinmystudioinFrance.AgainIwasnakedandmy
bodycoveredwithdarkmakeup.AgainIwasmimickingthechoreographiesofJosephineBaker,or
atleastdoingmybesttorepeathermoves,imitateherdancingstyle,copyherpositions.

Mytemporaryandimprovisedstudiowasthenlocatedinabuildingwithmanyartistsandstudios.
Minewasthebiggestbutitwasalsoapassageway(itwasn'tactuallysupposedtobeastudio,butan
exhibitionroomofsomekind).Itwasoneofthetwoonlyentrancesofthebuilding,therefore
leavingmelittleprivacy.SoIhadtodanceatnightwhennobodywouldbecomingtotheirstudios.
Somehowalreadyitwasawayofusingspaceandtimethatissortofshiftingawayfromvisibility.

Butthepurposewastorecordmyselfwithacameraandtoputthoselittlevideosintocirculation.
Thepurposewastheexhibition,circulation,andpossiblydistributionofmybody.Alone,Iwouldgo
atnighttothestudio,inthisproductionplace,sometimesevenalaborplace,andIwouldrecord
myselfrepeatedly.Hotsummernightafterhotsummernight,Iwasnakedinthestudio,mybody
coveredwithdarkmake-up.HotsummernightafterhotsummernightImimickedthe

choreographiesofJosephineBaker,oratleastdidmybesttorepeathermoves,imitateher
dancingstyle,copyherpositions.HotsummernightafterhotsummernightIrecordedthose
repetitiveimitationsofJosephineBaker'schoreographieswiththepurposeofputtingtheminto
circulation.

Nevertheless,whenIfirstdancedthisdanceinmystudio,IhadnoideaIwoulddancethisdance
elsewhere.Ihadn'tplannedtodancethisdanceinmuseums,galleries,artcenters.IdidnotthinkI
wouldshiftfromthe(semi)privacyofmystudiotothepublicnessofexhibitionspaces.Nowwhat
happened?

Thelittlevideosreceivedanenthusiasticresponse,oratleastmoreenthusiasticthananyresponse
myworkevergot,oratleastthat'swhatIfelt.ItwasthefirsttimeeverIusedmyownbodyand
personainthework.Beforethoselittlevideos,Ihadsystematicallyusedotherpeople'sbodiesand
personasinthework.Itmayevenhavebeenaprincipleofthework:thisideathatIwouldshift
awayfromvisibilityanduseotherpeople'sbodiesandpersonasbothasasurrogateandasa
material.Ireceivedtheenthusiasticresponseasacontradictoryone,asaformofenthusiasmthat
wouldpartlybeadenialofmywork,andIdecidedtoexploitit.


