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Chris Sharp Gallery is pleased to present a solo exhibition by the Los Angeles-based artist Anna Glantz.

In 1856, Flaubert famously wrote in Madame Bovary, “Human speech is like a cracked cauldron upon which we tap 
crude rhythms which make bears dance, while we long to make music that would move the stars.” Such a statement 
feels something like a literary analogue to the strange and unsettling world of Anna Glantz. Yet where the French 
writer melancholically rues the limits and hopes of language, Glantz seems more interested in depicting the dancing 
bears, or at least their pictorial equivalent. Improbable, absurd, droll, and at times, down right bathetic, Anna Glantz 
makes figurative paintings which push at, sometimes trip on and fall over the limits of representation. At once personal 
and art historical, scenarios are generated that deliberately touch upon the allegorical or the symbolic, without ever 
fully yielding to the temptation of such lingual structures. By the same token, the practice itself is characterized by a 
technical and modal variety, sometimes within the same work. But the craft that goes into each picture is undergirded 
by a quality of painting and intention that eschews anything like ambivalence. Everything in Glantz’ inimitable shape-
shifting world feels as deliberate and unique as her frame of reference, which includes Italian renaissance frescoes, 
classical Indian manuscript painting, as well as the American folk art of Ammi Phillips and Zedekiah Belknap, among 
others.

For her show at Chris Sharp Gallery, Glantz loosely maps out a series of through lines, which gesture at, but do not 
quite add up to a sensical whole. Three different paintings, for instance, would seem to portray in three very different 
ways what is anatomically identifiable as a horse, but upon closer inspection, maybe, probably, and most definitely 
not. Meanwhile two very different self portraits bring the artist’s likeness into the space. One sees Glantz gazing 
apprehensively around the broad, protective shoulders of her peer and colleague, painter Victoria Roth, while the other, 
a monumentally large painting, depicts the artist holding a seemingly sentient airplane like a telephone to her ear, as if 
trying to intimately apprehend that which cannot be apprehended by the human body, or even the psyche– the airplane 
itself a stand-in for the ‘hyperobject.’ Two other works playfully transform the packaging of painting’s greatest natural 
predator– the iPhone– into pictorial components, recuperating them from their brief practical lives and sublimating 
them into the impractical world of art. Indeed, in a contemporary landscape of painting overrun by often functional, 
language-based representation, Glantz’ elegant refusal to indulge in such simplification feels not only refreshing, but 
also vital and necessary.

This show is dedicated to my dear friend Jenni Crain (1991-2021) who gave me my first solo show and showed me the 
endless possibilities of a life in art and was also my personal fashion icon. – Anna Glantz

Anna Glantz

(b. 1989)

Lives and works in Los Angeles. Solo exhibitions include: (2020) Baby Grand, The approach, London; (2019) Cyclops, Foxy 
Production, New York; (2018) Anna Glantz, PAGE (NYC), New York; (2016) Stones for Sandman, 11R, New York; (2015) Horse in the 
Road, Topless, Rockaway Beach, NY. A recent selection of group exhibitions includes: (2022) The Stands-Ins: Figurative Painting 
from the Collection, Zabludowicz Collection, London; (2021) Therein / Thereof / Thereto, Standard (OSLO), Oslo; (2020) A Love 
Letter to a Nightmare, Petzel Gallery, New York; (2019) Club Damfino, PAGE (NYC), New York; Tiny Hands, Sommer Gallery, Tel 
Aviv; Portraits, Foxy Production, New York; The Pictionary Individual, organized by Peter Harkawik, Real Pain Fine Arts, Los Angeles.
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Face and Body, 2022. Oil on canvas, 88 x 64 in (223.52 x 162.56 cm)
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V and Me, 2022. Oil, collage, and tape on canvas, 38 x 20 in (96.52 x 50.8 cm)
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R, J, O, D, 2022. Oil, collage, and ballpoint pen on canvas, 58 x 45 in (147.32 x 114.3 cm)
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Mini Abyss, 2022. Mixed media, 7.25 x 4.75 x 2 in (18.41 x 12.06 x 5.08 cm)
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Filial Finial, 2022. Mixed media, 4 x 5.75 x 1.75 in (10.16 x 14.6 x 4.44 cm)
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Same As Everybody, 2022. Oil on canvas, 27 x 33 in (68.58 x 83.82 cm)
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Electronic Music, 2022. Oil, ribbon, and ballpoint pen on canvas, 9.5 x 13 in (24.13 x 33.02 cm)
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Now, Great Beauty, 2022. Oil on canvas, 32 x 38 in (81.28 x 96.52 cm)
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Rapid Maturing, 2022. Oil, iPhone packaging, ribbon, yarn, and found objects on canvas,
65 x 60 in (165.1 x 152.4 cm)
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La Belle Saison, 2022. Oil on canvas, 27 x 33 in (68.58 x 83.82 cm)
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Iris, 2022. Oil on linen, 13 x 10 in (33.02 x 25.4 cm)


