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The Lifespan
of a Fact.

John D’Agata,
author.

Jim Fingal,

fact-checker:

e or tha InAnguing question




LITERATURE/ESSAYS

How negotiable is a fact in nonfiction?

I 2003, an essay by John D'Agata was rejected
by the ine that joned it due 1o
factual inaccuracies. That essay —which avonty-
WW!MWMD'M\MM

d About a M was plod by
another magazine, but not before they handed
1t to their own fact-checkor, Jim Fingal. Wit
rosulted from that sssignment was seven yoears of
Wmmtmmmun‘mn
and Fingol struggled to nanvigato the boundaries
of Iiternry nonSction. What emorgos s a beiliant
and oye-opening medi on the ek i
between "tnath™ and “accuracy,” and a penctrat-
ing conversation about whothor & is appropaisto
for a writer to subssute cne for tho other.

John D'AQaLa is the meher of Aout & Mountain and
Halls of Fame, and ecioe of The Neat Amaacan Exsay and
Thw Lost Onigens of the Cxsay. He leaches Croatve wiiting ot
the Usharsity of lawa i Jowa Clty, where he bves.

Jim FINGal worked for sevorst yoars & o taat-checkor
W Tro Dobover ardd M Swooney's, whete he workod o
e Vihes What Iz the WY, Surviving Assice, Yocos fom
e Staam, and others. He currently bves i Canbrdge,
Massachusetts. whare he Gesgm scftmare.

Btar sty by Wt e

ORTON

“Thes i & prodfound, comie, and Jilmately
g aRperTent 0 CORMDONIING FOLe.
Both the acthor and e fact-checher COme

Nochand 10Qethar in & Neady PioL, Thow mutuss
Advertre Hforng o CoONMN BApense, W
Machosek's To Catch a Thief or Strangers

o0 a Train. Wil e doppaigingers skay each
oPer? Wl Imageaion Yumeh over pedes:
rian roadty? Why ace facts 50 hard 5o 2 o
[ hynic sontence?”

A sing ANty TEOnant modlaton on fact
and fiction, 1he magnation and We, Tdelty
and treedom. Provecative. maddenng, and
compuisively readatin, The Litesoan of 3
Fact pobses DWough 3 foreat of detal 10 B~
renats Pegh-slak e, 30e-0M QUEILONS Aot
1 2l FENCE —GaeatsinTs 33 whath th bock
(Dlessady?) provickon no oty adwers.”

“Ever since b At Bosk John D'Agata has
Deon a Crucal artaudator of The posalities
of the easay. I s tow ook, The Lieapan
of a Fact —which i3 Dy far s hnosost, most
furiows, most undetionnd, and possily s
mont ndspensatia — D AGata conveys more
Sty than o over has Defom hes vision of

T sippecy mature of axslence, The doep
unhrowahiaty of thinga, the bt tactoly
of ‘noeficion,” M the fictionaliey of ‘tact’
Artyone who Cares bt (he ratuee and the
future of tho osaay shoukd nead s Dook™
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THE DISTANCE PLAN

Organising in the Anthropocene
Aslak Aamot Kjeerulff & David
Hiimer Rex. A Strange and Hopeful
Proximity Isobel Cairns & Abby
Cunnane. Protest in Aotearoa
Louise Menzies, Alex Monteith
& Amy Howden-Chapman. New
New Lynn Joe Hoyt & Jym Clark.
These are the Voices Voicing
Dissent Biddy Livesey, Michelle
Ngamoki, Dayle Takitimu & Jos
Wheeler. Teaching as 8 Way to
Care for the Earth Katie Bachler,
Scott Berzofsky & Hugh Pocock.
Dialogues with Tomorrow Dugal
McKinnon & Sophie Jerram.
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Literature ISBN: 0.918172-02-0

$7.98

IN PRAISE OF SHADOWS

This ¢loquent, though sometimes perverse, essay on the
Japanese sense of beauty by one of the most articulate of
modern Japanese novelists s something everyone inter
ested in Japan should read, 1 shall certainly recommend it
strongly to all my students, The publishers of this book

have given us a little gem

Edwin McClellan
Yale University

I read the prece with absolute delight. Tanizaki captures in
an amusing tlowing commentary on architecture, drama,
tood, feminine beauty, and many other aspects of Japanese
life the uncasy mixing of two clashing acsthetic traditions
based on differing technologies. He makes clear his own
love of the softer, quicter, more shadowy, older acsthetic
tradition and his pain as it 1s challenged by the brighter
more garish products of Western technology

Edwin O. Reischauer
Harvard University

Leete’s Island Books
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Crow with

No Mouth

Ikkyﬁ




Zen master Ikkyi Sojun (1394=1481)
was i Japan monk-poet-calligrapher-
musician who eelebrated erotic love and
altained satori upon hearing a crow call.
Appointed headmaster at Daitokuji, the
great temple in Kyoto, he lasted nine
days before denouncing the rampant
s pocrisy among the monks. He invited
them to look for him in the sake parlors

of the Pleasure Quarters,

*Ikky it scandalized the Zen community
of his day and is likely to scandalize
some readers even now = his short poems
are simultancously bawdy, abrupt, vul-
gar. and reverential is impossible
not 1o love the velocity and variety of

his y = The Philadelphia Inquirer

“A deeply sensual man, Ikkya had little
patience for the fussiness of monastic
life and ritwal.... What is especially
.I'Ilil'.\llll;{ about "\k) 0's poetry is the
way his sensuality infuses his Zen sensi-

bility.,” = American Book Review

“Stephen Berg is exactly the right poet

1o have translated these poen

= Hayden Carruth, The Hudson Review
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LATE CAPITALISM AND THE ENDS OF SLEEP
JONATHAN CRARY

“The 24/7 phantasmagoria of digital
exchange impresses the commodity
deep into the body’s tissues, leaving

only sleep as a partial respite.
Jonathan Crary update’s Marcuse’s
One Dimensionol Man with a vigilant
critique of the tofality of the seemingly
eternal present of this pse: 7

Lol

“Crary’s polemic against the
demands of 24/7 capitalism
brilliantly illuminates the devastating
effects of our changed temporality.
Enjoined to constant productivity, we
consume ourselves, our world, ond
our capacity collectively to imagine
a common future. This is a crucial
commentary on the format and

tempo of contemporary life.

Jodi Dean, outth

The Communist F
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