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EAST HAMPTON, N.Y. — Halsey McKay Gallery is pleased to present Strawberry, a solo exhibi-
tion of new work by Chris Duncan, on view from June 4 to July 4, 2022. His fifth solo exhibition with 
Halsey McKay, Chris Duncan’s Strawberry presents 12 new works in the artist’s signature medium 
— process-based pictures that combine elements of painting, photography and textile fabrication into 
something uniquely their own. Ceremoniously forming his artistic practice around the celestial cal-
endar, Duncan exposes store-bought fabrics to sun and moonlight for several lunar cycles — in the 
case of this exhibition the duration amounted to six months. By strategically exposing parts of these 
fabrics to the elements for extended periods of time, Duncan incorporates their natural weathering 
and fading processes into the material that then becomes the basis for his work, in a method expan-
sively approximating the cameraless image-making of a photogram. 



Preferring to work with constraints that limit his ability to control the finished outcome, Duncan 
attributes his interest in the long-term, hands-off exposures to the passage of time brought about 
by raising children — specifically, noticing the way their movements, gaze and exploration of simple 
elements like sunlight and shadow are imbued with wonder. As a title, Strawberry is a reference to 
the strawberry moon, a lunar event coinciding with this year’s summer solstice, which will take place 
almost precisely between this show’s start and end dates.

While Duncan’s previous sun exposures have been constrained to the geometry of the objects they 
draped, he takes a new direction in Strawberry to arrive at figuration. Orienting, exposing and 
stretching his fabrics in such a way that they develop an allusive horizon line, each of Duncan’s new 
works approximate landscapes, with the exposed portion alternately evoking the texture of terrain or 
that of a crowded night sky. Finishing his stretched creations in paint — hand-drawing borders with 
acrylic and rendering circular ‘suns’ and ‘moons’ in oil — Duncan continues to imbue his work with 
an intensive, process-oriented approach deterministic of the drying methods of each type of paint. 
The results are denatured evocations of an interplanetary perspective, formed out of material that 
has itself been exposed to the light of the sky’s celestial bodies — a profound meditation on mimesis 
and time.

Chris Duncan (born 1974, Perth Amboy, N.J.) Duncan holds an MFA from Stanford University and a 
BFA from the California College of Arts and Crafts. Recent solo exhibitions have been with Rebecca 
Camacho Presents, San Francisco; Cooper Cole Gallery, Toronto; Eighteen Gallery, Copenhagen, 
Denmark and Halsey McKay, New York and East Hampton, N.Y. His work has been included in 
exhibitions at The Berkeley Art Museum, Berkeley, Calif.; Museum Of Modern Art, New York; Bemis 
Center for Contemporary Art, Omaha, Neb.; De Rosa Preserve, Napa, Calif. and the Marjorie Barrick 
Museum at the University of Nevada Las Vegas. Duncan’s work is held in the collections of the 
Museum Of Modern Art, New York; SFMoMA, San Francisco; The Kemper Art Museum, St. Louis; 
Berkeley Art Museum, Berkeley, Calif. and the Arsenal Contemporary Art, Montreal, Canada. Outside 
of his studio practice he organizes events and runs a small artist book press and record label called 
LAND AND SEA with his wife. He currently lives and works in Oakland, Calif.
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