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Man began with the strangeness of his own humanity. Or with the humanity of his own strangeness.
Through this strangeness he presented himself: he presented it, or figure it to himself. Such was the
self-knowledge of man, that his presence was that of a stranger, monstrously similar [semblable].
The similar came before the self, and this is what it, the self, was. Such was his first knowledge, his
skill, the quickness of the hand whose secret he wrested from the very strangeness of his nature,
although he did not thereby penetrate a secret, but was penetrated by it, and himself exposed as the
secret. The schema of man is the monstration of this marvel: self outside of self, the outside standing
for “self”, and he being surprised in face of self. Painting paints this surprise. This surprise is

painting. - Jean-Luc Nancy, Painting in the Grotto

Man began with the strangeness of his own humanity is a three person exhibition including: Jacob

Ciocci, Lucky DeBellevue, and Monique Mouton.
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designed by Paper Rad, published through Picture Box Inc. He received his BA from Oberlin
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Lucky DeBellevue (b. 1957) is an artist living and working in New York. Recent exhibitions
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