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I like how the Transcendentalists of the mid-19th century had such disdain towards the 
Spiritualist movement (I’m referring to the séances, mediums and table-rapping Spiritualists). 
The purpose of Herman Melville’s “The Apple-Tree Table” is to make a long-winded joke at the 
expense of the movement. In the story, a family believes a table they’ve found in the attic to be 
possessed by spirits only to eventually discover that it’s infested with bugs. As an insult the story 
is alright, but what’s more of interest to me is that the sensory effect driving the table’s 
‘possession’ has this ultimately banal and foul undertone. 

 

I find it contradictory that there is such an extensive visual language for the spirit realm. One 
that has grown to be understood by way of visual effects that use familiar phenomena to be right 
at the edge of visibility, just short of thin air; in practice most frequently via smoke, light, vapor, 
transparency and other natural components. For this show I am folding together this line of 
thinking with my ongoing use of electricity as a point of focus and material for the works. 
Electricity is also prone to embellishment with the popular visual language used to depict it: a 
vast and almighty energy in contrast to how it’s consolidated into an inconspicuous, everyday 
utility. Additionally, the show is taking place within a church; once a site that held ceremonies as 
an effort to connect with or channel from divine realms — a conduit (it’s not lost on me that the 
gallery borrows its name from a character who is known to infiltrate the physical world from 
Hell). I think this new work comes from a consideration of how realm crossing can be depicted 
or understood: or Promethean-like exchanges between heaven and earth and how that all has 
come to look or could look; the audio/visual language associated with other-worldliness and 
some of the audacity and difficulty associated with that. 

 

For Ferula! I’m presenting a new holographic video along with some prints that use vintage 
puzzles as a grounds for image layering, all situated in the attic and bell tower of the church. 
Hope you can make it up to see.

 

-Gregory


The exhibition is on view by appointment only. For more information (including exact 
location) and images, please contact info@freddygallery.biz
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