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In December 1938 you would find the menu from the popular restaurant Tranen in Waldemar Thranes
gate 70 in Oslo when flipping through the newspaper Aftenposten: Excelsior soup, a portion of merling,
crackly ham with turnip and plum porridge, followed by information on the Dining hall for women on the
second floor. This building, where Tranen still occupies the ground floor, was purpose-built as a home for
self-supporting women in 1921 and apparently, a food lift brought dishes ordered from the restaurant to
the lady’s dining room upstairs.

In June 2020, enlarged posters of Clémence de La Tour du Pins’ watercolor series, Window Studies, are
displayed on advertising boards outside Tranen. From here, her works serve as small gestures to anyone
who meanders the streets of the city and, as the plum porridge in the Tranen menu, they are a tempta-
tion to enter the building. Femtensesse is proud to present its inaugural exhibition Upstairs in Ila Pens-
jonat featuring works by Jennie Hagevik Bringaker, Mikael @ye Hegnar, Clémence de La Tour du Pin
and Martin Sether.

And now in the heat of summer the wind sent its spies about the house again. Flies wove
a web in the sunny room; weeds that had grown close to the glass in the night tapped
methodically at the window pane.

— Virginia Woolf, 7o the Lighthouse, 1927

In Woolf’s novel plants, birds and mold find their way into an abandoned summer house. This fertile
and ruthless nature, seemingly unstoppable in its cold pursuit to claim the house, has inspired this exhi-
bition to establish its place within the historical building.

De La Tour du Pins’ window studies, inspired by Brooklyn Brownstone houses from the 1920s, reap-
pear in actual size and in multiple versions within the neo-baroque interiors of the building. The papier
maché castings by Szther are climbing the walls of the same room. The uneven surface of his large relief
reflects the wallpaper of the interiors it inhabits, which was glued on to the walls in the 1980’s when
burlap was in vogue. Higher up, above the lilac chair rail that runs through the room in the former
ladies dining hall, Hegnar’s wax monotypes are framed in tailored marbled passepartout, through which
captivating landscapes come into view. Across the floor of the dining hall, Bringaker’s series of female
clay figures coated in car paint are spread out, divinely inhabiting the space, except for one firmly placed
under the summer sky in the secluded back yard of Ila Pensjonat.



Jennie Hagevik Bringaker (born 1978, Oslo) lives and works in Stremmen. She received her MFA in Studio Art from New
York University. Recent exhibitions include «<Human Touch», Tegnetriennalen, Kunstnernes Hus; «Rostockgata Skulptur-
park», Kunsthall Oslo, Oslo; «Pillow talk Bestiary», Norsk Billedhoggerforening, Oslo; «GRIPP», Tenthaus, Oslo; «Pattern
Drill», Hacienda, Zurich. As part of the artist duo Trollkrem she developed several collaborative projects with Tor Erik Boe
spanning over a five-year period, including; «Soppen» in Ekebergparken, Oslo, <TROLLKREM // FLESHY>» at Fotogal-
leriet, Oslo and «Alienation» at Momentum 9, Moss. Upcoming projects by Bringaker includes a public sculpture to be
temporarily placed at Eidsvoll plass, in front of the Parliament building in Oslo, this summer, a two person exhibition with
Ingrid Eggen at Sandefjord Kunstforening in the fall, and a solo exhibition at Akershus Kunstsenter, Lillestrom next year.

Mikael @ye Hegnar (born 1984, Oslo) lives and works in Oslo and is a graduate of Oslo National Academy of the Arts.
Recent exhibitions include «Old Tree», Hordaland Kunstnersenter, Bergen; «On Graftage», 1857 in Solvang Allotment
Gardens, Oslo; «Selflessness», 1857 at Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo; «Garderoben, Kristiansand Kunsthall, Kristiansand; «MNi-
kael oo benspenn», Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo; «Tegnebiennalen 2016: SKISSEN», LNM, Oslo; «Neolithic Graffiti», QB
Gallery, Oslo; «Blotto» Galleri BOA, Oslo. Upcoming exhibitions include a solo exhibition at Elephant Kunsthall, Lille-
hammer.

Clémence de La Tour du Pin (born 1986, Roanne) lives and works in Paris and Rotterdam. She is a previous participant of
De Ateliers, Amsterdam and MSA” The Mountain School of Arts, Los Angeles. Recent solo exhibitions include «Once a
Closely Guarded Secret», De Ateliers, Amsterdam; «Gridded Whiff», In Extenso, Clermont-Ferrand; «Architecture of Tess»,
1857, Oslo. Recent group- and two person exhibitions include «Hinkypunk», Billytown, The Hague; «Digital Gothik»,
CAC - Synagogue de Delme; (HUNGER», Dortmunder Kunstverein, Germany; and «Co-Workers - Artist as Network»,
Musée d’Art Moderne de Paris, Paris. Later this year she will be a resident at Cité Internationale des Arts in Paris.

Martin Szther (born 1986, Lillehammer) lives and works in Oslo. Szther completed his MFA at Oslo National Academy
of the Arts, which included a one-year exchange at Akademie der Bildenden Kiinste, Wienna. Current and recent exhibi-
tions include «Rute» at Oppland Kunstsenter, Lillechammer; «herfra» at Galleri Opdahl, Stavanger; «Toile» at UKS, Oslo;
«Hydra Sparkling» at AGGIS, Wienna; «Post» at Destiny’s Atelier, Oslo; «Maleriets letthet» at Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo;
«(b. 1986)» at Archipelago/Hordaland Kunstsenter, Bergen; «Blickkontakt», Spreez, Miinchen. Upcoming exhibitions
include the opening exhibition of the National Museum in Oslo.
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