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Yu Nishimura est né en 1982 à Kanagawa (JP) où il vit et travaille. 

Il se réfère souvent, dans sa pratique de la peinture, à la notion de “portrait”. Il 
l’envisage, au-delà du traditionnel portrait humain, à une qualité qu’il cherche dans 
diverses situations peintes telles qu’une silhouette dans la forêt, des animaux en 
liberté, une voiture s’éloignant à toute vitesse, des éléments de paysage. Ses peintures 
sont composées de plusieurs couches superposées avec un léger désalignement. 
L’image atteint alors une fluidité inédite, un effet de post-image. Selon le peintre, 
dans l’élaboration de ses pièces, l’important est de trouver et de reprendre “le centre 
du tableau”. Ce centre est soumis à des changements constants, en résonance avec le 
monde qui l’entoure, et c’est en dépeignant son environnement que Nishimura tisse 
un “portrait”. 

—

Yu Nishimura was born in 1982 in Kanagawa (JP) where he lives.

In his practice Yu Nishimura refers to the notion of “portrait”, beyond human portraiture, 
to a quality in various painted situations such as a person walking alone in a forest, animals 
doing different things, a car speeding away, landscape elements. One of the characteristics 
of his paintings is that they are constructed with overlaid layers of painterly elements, such 
as contours of a figure and planes of color, all overlapped with slight misalignment. 

The image thus becomes fluid and presents an afterimage-like effect. This aesthetics 
results from Nishimura’s way of working, where he, in constant dialogue with the canvas, 
operates his brush as a response to how the canvas has evolved; this process itself is 
crystallized into a form of painting. According to the painter, what is important is to fin a 
starting point “the center of the painting.” Here, “the center of the painting,” which he 
perceives, is the center not only visually but also ideationally. This center is subject to 
constant change, and it is by depicting its surroundings that Nishimura weaves a “portrait.” 
When the center of the painting, gradually located somewhere on the canvas, is resonant 
with the center of the world as defined by the painter’s perspective, a rich painterly space 
arises — a space that is not eloquent verbally but exudes quite a sensuous presence.



Meow, 2022
oil on canvas 
27,3 x 27,3cm

Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.



Boy in green, 2022
oil on canvas

65.2x50cm
Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.



Sparrow in green, 2022
oil on canvas
65,2 x 53 cm

Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.



Town scape, 2022
oil on canvas
194 x 259 cm

Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.
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