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Yu Nishimura est né en 1982 à Kanagawa (JP) où il vit et travaille. 

Il se réfère souvent, dans sa pratique de la peinture, à la notion de “portrait”. Il 
l’envisage, au-delà du traditionnel portrait humain, à une qualité qu’il cherche dans 
diverses situations peintes telles qu’une silhouette dans la forêt, des animaux en 
liberté, une voiture s’éloignant à toute vitesse, des éléments de paysage. Ses peintures 
sont composées de plusieurs couches superposées avec un léger désalignement. 
L’image atteint alors une fluidité inédite, un effet de post-image. Selon le peintre, 
dans l’élaboration de ses pièces, l’important est de trouver et de reprendre “le centre 
du tableau”. Ce centre est soumis à des changements constants, en résonance avec le 
monde qui l’entoure, et c’est en dépeignant son environnement que Nishimura tisse 
un “portrait”. 

—

Yu Nishimura was born in 1982 in Kanagawa (JP) where he lives.

In his practice Yu Nishimura refers to the notion of “portrait”, beyond human portraiture, 
to a quality in various painted situations such as a person walking alone in a forest, animals 
doing different things, a car speeding away, landscape elements. One of the characteristics 
of his paintings is that they are constructed with overlaid layers of painterly elements, such 
as contours of a figure and planes of color, all overlapped with slight misalignment. 

The image thus becomes fluid and presents an afterimage-like effect. This aesthetics 
results from Nishimura’s way of working, where he, in constant dialogue with the canvas, 
operates his brush as a response to how the canvas has evolved; this process itself is 
crystallized into a form of painting. According to the painter, what is important is to fin a 
starting point “the center of the painting.” Here, “the center of the painting,” which he 
perceives, is the center not only visually but also ideationally. This center is subject to 
constant change, and it is by depicting its surroundings that Nishimura weaves a “portrait.” 
When the center of the painting, gradually located somewhere on the canvas, is resonant 
with the center of the world as defined by the painter’s perspective, a rich painterly space 
arises — a space that is not eloquent verbally but exudes quite a sensuous presence.



Meow, 2022
oil on canvas 
27,3 x 27,3cm

Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.



Boy in green, 2022
oil on canvas

65.2x50cm
Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.



Sparrow in green, 2022
oil on canvas
65,2 x 53 cm

Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.



Town scape, 2022
oil on canvas
194 x 259 cm

Courtesy of the artist and Crèvecœur, Paris.
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 YU NISHIMURA

 Born in 1982 in Kanagawa.
 Lives and works in Kanagawa.

2004 Graduated from Oil Painting Course, Department of Fine Arts, Faculty of Art and   
 Design, Tama Art University

 SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2022  Crèvecœur, Paris (FR)
2021 Ebb Tide, Dawid Radziszewski Gallery, Warsaw (PL) 
2020  Scene of beholder, Crèvecœur, Paris (FR)
 Around October, KAYOKOYUKI, Tokyo (JP)
2018 Aperto 09 Nishimura Yu -paragraph, Kanazawa 21st Century Museum, Ishikawa (JP)
2017 portrait, KAYOKOYUKI, Tokyo (JP)
2016 projection, KAYOKOYUKI, Tokyo (JP)
2015 project N 61, Tokyo Opera City Art Gallery, Tokyo (JP)
2013 TWS-Emerging 202 Yu Nishimura:The Senery Carried, TWS Hongo, Tokyo (JP)
2010 Haruhi Painting Triennale: Artist Series Vol.65 Yu Nishimura, Kiyosu City Haruhi Art   
 Museum, Aichi (JP)

 SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2022 An Exhibition with Little Information, Museum of Contemporary Art Busan (MOCA   
 Busan), Busan (KR)
 Natural Function, Spiral Garden, Omotesando, Tokyo (JP)
 Gute Nacht, curated by Oriane Durand, Braunsfelder, Cologne (DE) 
2021 FLOWERS & BIRDS, Tomio Koyama, Tokyo (JP)
 The Prophetic Pictures, Crèvecœur, Paris (FR)
 L’INCONTRO, curated by Cristiano Raimondi, Le Quai, Monte Carlo (MC)
 Emerging japanese painters, SHOP Taka Ishii Gallery, Hong Kong (HK)
 Next World, Taguchi Art Collection x Iwaki City Art Museum, Fukushima (JP)
 King’s Leap, New York (US) 
2020  The Sentimental Organization of the World, Crèvecœur, Paris (FR)
 Kiyosu City Haruhi Art Museum, Aichi (JP)
 CADAN Showcase 03, CADAN Yurakucho, Tokyo (JP)
 Twin Boat Songs, duo with Kazuyuki Takezaki, Kayokoyuki, Tokyo (JP)
2019 Triple traveler -Tea ceremony, Ikaruga-an, Seikeitei, the Nezu Museum, Tokyo (JP)
 VOCA 2019, The Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo (JP)
 beyond the reasons, Komagome SOKO, Tokyo (JP)
 ACT Vol. 1 –First Lingering Mist of Spring, Tokyo Arts and Space (TOKAS) Hong, Tokyo (JP)
2018 Azamino Contemporary vol.9, Yokohama Civic Art Gallery Azamino, Kanagawa (JP)
 CONDO Shanghai, GALLERY VACANCY, Shanghai (CN)
 Contemporary Art of The 21st Century, Exhibition of Taguchi Art Collection, The Hiratsuka  
 museum of art, Kanagawa (JP)
 Hikarie Contemporary Art Eye vol.9, supervised by Tomio Koyama -through the glasses,  
 Shibuya Hikarie, Tokyo (JP)
 Contemporary tales from the province 5 -Susaki artist in residence, Susaki Machikado  
 Gallery, Kochi (JP)
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2017 Shell Art Award Artists Selection, The National Art Center, Tokyo (JP)
 Natsu no Tobira, Organized by Misako and Jeffrey Rosen, SHANE CAMPBELL   
 GALLERY, Chicago (US)
 Spring Fever, Komagome SOKO, Tokyo (JP)
 Winter show, KAYOKOYUKI, Tokyo (JP)
2016 Contemporary tales from the province 4 – Susaki artist in residence, Susaki Machikado   
 Gallery, Kochi (JP)
 Imprisoned, Jailbreak, Imprisoned, Jailbreak, KAYOKOYUKI, Komagome SOKO, Tokyo (JP)
 FACE 2016: FACE Award Winners – The Way of Paintings 2016, Seiji Togo Memorial,   
 Sompo Japan Museum of Art, Tokyo (JP)
 Scenes of Fragments, Akibatamabi 21, Tokyo (JP)
2014 Some Like Witty – Daisuke Miyatsu collection, Gallery EXIT, Hong Kong (HK)
 Art Kurabiraki Fujiyoshida 2014, Ono Satoshi Open Studio, Yamanashi (JP)
 FACE 2014: Sompo Japan Art Award Exhibition, Seiji Togo Memorial Sompo Japan   
 Museum of Art, Tokyo (JP)
2013 Shell Art Award 2013, The National Art Center, Tokyo (JP)
2012 Tokyo Wonder Wall 2012, Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo (JP)
2011 YOKOHAMA 2011 Minato-Mirai, Yokohama Civic Art Gallery, Kanagawa (JP)
2009 The 6th Kiyosu City Haruhi Painting Trienniale, Kiyosu City Haruhi Art Museum, Aichi (JP)

 AWARDS

2017 Grand Prize, Koji Kinutani Prize 2017
2014 Excellent Work Award, FACE 2014:Sompo Japan Art Award Exhibition
2013 July Incentive Award -Kenjiro Hosaka, Shell Art Award 2013
2009 Best Prize, The 6th Kiyosu City Haruhi Painting Triennale

 PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

 Kiyosu City Haruhi Art Museum / Aichi The Taguchi Art Collection
 Green Family Collection
 M-Woods Museum Collection, Shangai

Crèvecœur




