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Lulu is very pleased to present a solo exhibition of the Prague-based, Czech artist Jifi Kovanda
(b. 1953).

It seems almost odd, even ironic that an artist of such radical modesty and avowed economy
should be the subject of so many superlatives. And yet he is. One of the most celebrated artists
of his generation in the Czech Republic and Eastern Europe, Jifi Kovanda’s influence reaches
far and wide on the Continent and beyond. It was not always this way. Akin to many of his re-
gional coevals, Kovanda was eclipsed by time and circumstance, and only came to more gen-
eral attention in the mid-aughts thanks to exhibitions like “Jifi Kovanda vs The Rest of the
World” (2006) curated by Work Method, which traveled extensively throughout western Europe,
and his prominent inclusion in Documenta XII the following year. It is thanks to these exhibitions
that he initially became known for his discreet and illegal performances in the streets of Prague
in the 1970s, but he has since come to be equally appreciated for his slight sculptural interven-
tions, collages and photographs.

To describe what he does as “poetic” is an understatement. With great humor, precision and
simplicity, Kovanda seeks out and valorizes the hidden textures and unsuspected congruities of
the every day. His penchant for the slight is as much a byproduct of an allergy to the self-impor-
tant, grandiose and monumental as it is a preference for the personal, lived and intimate. It is for
these reasons that he is often characterized as a conceptual artist, but this is something of a
misnomer. Kovanda’s work is not embedded in language. Nor is it necessarily the byproduct of
a specific philosophical or political current of thought or position. If anything, it is an ethical posi-
tion, embedded in the world and the materials and relations of which it is so richly, and at times,
Kovanda reminds us, surreptitiously composed.

In addition to maintaining an active, international career as an artist, he is also a dedicated
and respected educator in the Czech Republic, especially in Prague, where he continues to in-
fluence and encourage generations of emerging artists.
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