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Through the eye of the thief:

"Augustine writes that "to love is indeed nothing else than to crave something for its own 
sake,” and further on he comments that "love is a kind of craving." Every craving 
(appetitus) is tied to a definite object, and it takes this object to spark the craving itself, 
thus providing an aim for it. Craving is determined by the definitely given thing it seeks, just 
as movement is set by the goal toward which it moves. For, as Augustine writes, love is "a 
kind of motion, and all motion is toward something." What determines the motion of desire 
is always previously given. Our craving aims at a world we know; it does not discover 
anything new. The thing we know and desire is a "good" (bonum), otherwise we would not 
seek it for its own sake. All the goods we desire in our questing love are independent 
objects, unrelated to other objects. Each of them represents nothing but its isolated 
goodness. The distinctive trait of this good that we desire is that we do not have it. Once 
we have the object of our desire ends, unless we are threatened with its loss. In that case 
the desire to have (appetitus habendi) turns into a fear of losing (metus amittendi). As a 
quest for the particular good rather than for things at random, desire is a combination of 
"aiming at" and "referring back to." It refers back to the individual who knows the world's 
good and evil and seeks to live happily (beate vivere). It is because we know happiness 
that we want to be happy, and since nothing is more certain than our wanting to be happy 
(beatum esse velle), our notion of happiness guides us in determining the respective 
goods that then become objects of our desires. Craving, or love, is a human being's 
possibility of gaining possession of the good that will make him happy, that is, or gaining 
possession of what is most his own."

– Hannah Arendt, Love and Saint Augustine
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