Lewis Hammond
Turbulent Drift
30 September – 17 December 2022
Private view: 29 September 2022, 6:30-8:30pm

The works in this show depict the act of witnessing, of enduring, of carrying a mark or trace, indelible
physically and psychologically. From the figure of Arrotino, bound as perpetrator through his
oppression—a non-consenting observer to both the action he is forced to perform and the systemic
action of his own enslavement—to the non-human figures such as animals and totems, looking back
onto the viewer, reminding us that our own act of witnessing can never be a neutral one.
That non-neutral experiencing of the world, particularly of recent years—lurching from one disaster to
the next, with an increasingly amplified stream of information through which to consume each
brutality and anxiety—continues to reinforce a collective state of being upon which Hammond gives
compositional narrativization for. How can we make sense of our contemporary moment when our
understanding is enveloped with emotion, agency is engulfed by circumstance, rendering states of
both catatonia and stasis? To see what we feel proposes a means to process. Hammond parses visions
of the contemporary through an amalgamation of myth, present-day image references and art
historical influences. So that by plotting stories onto emotions, we may attempt to find renewed
courses of action.
Lewis Hammond (b. 1987, Wolverhampton, UK) lives and works between London, UK and Berlin,
DE. Recent solo and duo exhibitions include: Ars Viva, Kai Art Center, Tallinn, EE (2022); Rising
and Falling (While We Were Sleeping), HFKD, Holstebro, DK (2021); Ars Viva, Brücke Museum,
Berlin, DE (2021); Lewis Hammond & Michael E. Smith, La Maison de Rendez-Vous, Brussels, BE
(2021); While We Were Sleeping, Casa Masaccio, San Giovanni Valdarno, (2021); Still life, Lulu,
Mexico City (2020); The Keep, Arcadia Missa, London (2019). Recent group exhibitions include:
Impressions of the Fall, 47 Canal, US (2022); Particularities, X Museum, Beijing (2021); Fifteen
Painters, Andrew Kreps, New York, US (2021); Possessed, MOCO, Montpellier (2020); A House is
Not a Home, Kunsthalle Fribourg, Fribourg (2019); We Shall Survive in the Memory of Others,
Galerie Barbara Weiss, Berlin (2019); and In my Room, Antenna Space, Shanghai (2019). Lewis
Hammond’s work is a part of Institute of Contemporary Art, Miami (US) public collection.
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List of works
From left to right
the pull of this world, 2022
Oil on wood panel
50 x 40 cm (19 ¾ x 15 ¾ inches)
going peacefully to the dogs / Arrotino, 2022
Oil on canvas
200 x 170 cm (78 ¾ x 66 ⅞ inches)
moth eaten silk, 2022
Oil on canvas
300 x 200 cm (118 ⅛ x 78 ¾ inches)
untitled (salvation), 2022
Oil on canvas
41 x 50.5 cm (16 ⅛ x 19 ⅞ inches)
Templeton (how we crept), 2022
Oil on board
40 x 30 cm (15 ¾ x 11 ¾ inches)
Crux, 2022
Oil on canvas
230 x 200 cm (90 ½ x 78 ¾ inches)
Returnal, 2022
Oil on canvas
80.5 x 60 cm (31 ¾ x 23 ⅝ inches)
untitled (study for a shrine), 2022
Oil on canvas
130 x 70.5 cm (51 ⅛ x 27 ¾ inches)

Office
loyalty, 2022
Oil on canvas
30 x 40 cm (11 ¾ x 15 ¾ inches)
DEADSPIT, 2022
Patinated bronze
135 x 52 x 45 cm (53 ⅛ x 20 ½ x 17 ¾ inches)
Contest the totality, 2022
Oil on canvas board
40 x 30 cm (15 ¾ x 11 ¾ inches)
42.5 x 32.5 cm (16 ¾ x 12 ¾ inches) (framed)
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